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Executive Council of 
California Federation 
Adopts New Policies 


Abolition of the W.P.A. and re-election of 
United States Senator Hiram W. Johnson were 
advocated last Sunday by the California State 
Federation of Labor’s executive council, meeting 
in Hollywood. 

The committee in one resolution pratbed Sen- 
ator Johnson for his “loyalty to organized labor,” 
and in another requested American Federation of 
Labor unions in the state to telegraph congress- 
men urging them to vote against further W.P.A. 
appropriations. 

The committee also went on record as: 

Federation’s Policies 

Opposing the daylight savings time measure. 

Pledging full support to the Homer Martin 
group of the United Automobile Workers in 
the N.L.R.B.-sponsored election to be held 
among employees of the Bispace Gate General 
Motors plant. 

Favoring changes in the State Workmen’s 
Compensation Act to broaden the scope of 
the benefits and to change the number of 
commissioners from three to five, with the 
provision that two of them be stationed per- 
manently in Los Angeles. 

Condemning the practice of calling judges 
from what the committee described as “cow 
counties” to hear litigation in labor cases in 
metropolitan areas. 

Opposing compulsory arbitration in the 
maritime industry. 

Opposing sale of American ships to for- 
eign interests, on the ground that it would 
throw American seamen out of work. 

Favoring reappointment of John Horn to 
the Unemployment Reserves Commission 
when his term expires this summer, 

Favoring extension of the scope of the Un- 
employment Insurance Act to include places 
of occupation where one or more people are 
employed. . 

Favoring requesting various educational 
bodies to introduce into the curriculum the 
study of labor and industrial relations. 


The announcement that the executive council 
of the California State Federation of Labor, meet- 
ing in Los Angeles last Sunday, had urged the 
abolition of the W.P.A., was the natural conse- 
quence of the dissatisfaction of the various unions 
and craftsmen in the building trades with the pol- 
icies and activities of that government effort to 
provide employment. 

Discriminates Against Craftsmen 

It is claimed that the present set-up of the 
\V.P.A. served to put the legitimate craftsmen at 
a disadvantage by compelling them to accept 
greatly reduced hourly wages when accepting 
work on W.P.A. projects. 

A statement was made by William E. Hague, 
secretary-manager of the Associated General Con- 
tractors, that the foundation originally built by 
\V.P.A. labor for the much-publicized “Cow Pal- 
ace,” south of the county line, had sunk into the 
“eround and had to be rebuilt at considerable 
cost. 

“This is just a sample of the results of govern- 


ment insistence on W.P.A. phojects where private 
industry could do dependable work,” Ha’ sue said. 


Hague emphasized the fact that there is no un- | 


employment in northern California for compe- 
tent mechanics. He added that home-building 
booms, particularly in San Mateo County, are ab- 


sorbing all available craftsmen, including a goodly ( 


number coming from the Middle West and East. 


and Construction Council, was emphatic in de- 
claring that regular union mechanics could not 


consider doing W.P.A, relief work for approxi- 
mately 65 cents an hour when their own union © 


scale called for $1 per hour or more. 
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With new developments daily in the current 
drive to keep W.P.A.’s day-labor relief system 
out of the construction filed, widespread interest 
is being shown in the meeting of Northern Califor- 
nia Chapter, Associated General Contractors of 
America, to be held Friday evening, April 5, 1940, 
at 6:30 o’clock at the Engineers’ Club, 206 San- 
some street. 


The dinner meeting will be attended by both 
regular and associate members of the Chapter, 
along with prominent representatives of organized 
labor, city and state officials and others concerned 
with, the activities of the construction industry. 


Some of the speakers from organized labor will 
include Mathew Tobriner, prominent labor attor- 
ney; Joseph M. Casey, international representative 
of the Brotherhood of Teamsters; Frank C. Mac- 
donald, president of the State Building and Con- 
struction Trades Council, as well as other repre- 
sentatives from the San Francisco and Alameda 
County Building and Construction Trades Coun- 
cils. 

Hearings on the new relief measure are to start 
on April 8 before a sub-committee of the House 
Appropriations Committees in Washington, D. C., 
and representatives of labor and industry are now 
making a tremendous drive, united in every re- 
spect, to restrict and prevent W.P.A. competition 
with industry. 

Secretary-Manager Frank J. Connolly of the 
Southern California Chapter, A.G.C., has been des- 
ignated to represent A.G.C. chapters at these con- 
gressional hearings and Connolly has already left 
for Washington to participate in the hearings. He 
will be one of four A.G.C. speakers during the 
hearings. Others will be the A.G.C. national pres- 
ident, H. B. Zachry, and two other prominent 
A.G.C,. contractors. 


Protest W.P.A. Activities 


Minutes of the San Francisco Building and Con- 
struction Trades Council meeting of March 28, 
1940, contained a resolution protesting W.P.A. 
interference with and restrictions on private en- 
terprise. It was unanimously adopted by the 
Council— 

“That we do hereby petition our representatives 
in Congress to include necessary restrictions in 
the next relief bill to effectively safeguard the 
interests of private industry against the encroach- 
ment of W.P.A. subsidized competition, thus 


insuring the normal and stabilized employment of 
union workers at recognized union wages and 
working conditions.” 


| Not Compelled to Pay 
_ Fees or Money Deposits 


A profound impression was created in San 


_ Francisco educational circles, as well as in all 
Jason Brown, secretary of the Building Trades gm 


arts of California, by an opinion rendered . by 
Attorney General Earl Warren on Monday, last 
which will tend to make public school edueation 


Jin this state free in fact as well as in theory. . 


Compulsory fees imposed on California. high 


‘school and junior college students—including 
‘\registration, student association and laboratory 


W.P.A.ConstructionW ork , 


fees—were declared illegal in a fi orate opinion 
by the attorney general. , 
Payment Not Janitiodtind: 

Warren advised Alfred E. Lentz, administrative 
adviser of the State Department of Education, 
that school authorities have no power’ ‘whateVer 
to require payment of any fees or deposits not 
specifically provided by statute; that imposition 
of such fees violates constitutional provisions: en- 
titling California youth to be educated at eee 
expense. 


Specifically, Warren — the a en rs ‘ 

Fees’ for registration, for the evaluation:: of 
credits from another institution or for examina- 
tions in any subject. i 

Special fees for late registration or program 
changes, laboratory and diploma fees, charges for 
towels or other equipment necessary for any re- 
quired physical education course and fees for ‘atty 
insignia required for any compulsory military 
training, 

Warren likewise ruled illegal the requirement 
of deposits for lockers, books, musical instru- 
ments, uniforms or any other equipment except 
that used solely for extra-curricular activity for 
which no credit is given. 

As to student association fees, Warren de- 
clared: 

Student Organizations 


School authorities cannot require a student to 
join or pay membership fees to any student or- 
ganization as a condition of enrollment. 

If a student declines to join or pay fees to any 
such organization he cannot be barred on that 
ground from participating in any interscholastic 
activities sponsored by the school. 

Further, he advised Lentz that no admission 
charge can be imposed for entertainments, dra- 
matic presentations or athletic contests held dur- 
ing school hours. 

Collection of tuition, Warren said, is authorized 
only for certain special adult classes. 

Discrimination Prohibited 

As one basis for his ruling, he stated: 

“Inability to pay required fees might prevent 
a pupil’s pursuit of a desired academic course. In 
our opinion, the law prohibits such discrimina- 
tion.” 

He said that Lentz had informed him that in 
many of California’s thirty-nine junior colleges 
the special fees which have long been collected 
run from $5 to $30 a semester. 

Registrar J. Paul Mohr of San Francisco Jun- 
ior College has been quoted as saying that no 
fees whatever are collected there; that a student 
association fee of $4 per semester is optional. 
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Big Dressmakers’ Union 
Repudiates ‘Reds’ and 
Approves Labor Unity 


Dressmakers’ Local 29, New York, second 
largest single unit in the International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers’ Union, has given unmistakable 
evidence of its lack of sympathy with John L. 
Lewis’s stand on unity in the labor movement 
and of its opposition to communists and com- 
munism, 

Count of the recent vote, at which more than 
18,000 ballots were cast, shows a smashing re- 
pudiation of the “rank and file” slate, vociferously 
supported by the communists and their official or- 
gan, the “Daily Worker.” The winning candidates 
ran on the Progressive ticket. 

Sascha Zimmerman, manager of the local, was 
re-elected by 10,367 to 2106. Although no candi- 
date running was in opposition to Zimmerman, 
the communists agitated during the election cam- 
paign for “no” votes against thim. The Progres- 
sives elected all the twenty-nine members of the 
executive board, the twenty-five delegates to the 
convention of the I.L.G.W.U. called to convene 
in New York in May, and the thirty-one business 
agents of the local. Isadore Weisberg, spokesman 
of the communist-backed slate, polled 4583 votes 
for delegate to the convention. 


Result Seen “Stalinist Defeat” 


The results of the election mark the end of the 
“united front” that functioned in the local before 
the contest. 

“The results of the election mark the defeat of 
Stalinist intrigues in our union,” Zimmerman an- 
‘nounced after the final count was completed. “Our 
victory reflects the determination of the union 
membership to concern itself first and foremost 
with the immediate interests of the union. The 
union members have demonstrated that they un- 
derstand fully the objective of the Stalinists, 
which is to divert their interest and attention from 
union affairs to communist politics.” 

Zimmerman added that among other factors 
responsible for the defeat of the Stalinists were 
resentment of the membership against the Stalin- 
Hitler pact and the “easy way in which the com- 
munists have dropped their former ‘popular 
front’ policy for the new policy of promoting fac- 
tionalism.” 


Stand for Labor Peace 


“We also regard the vote as approval of the 
attitude taken by the International Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Workers on the question of the conflict be- 
tween the A.F.L. and C.!I.O, and restoration of 
unity in the labor movement,” Zimmerman said. 
“The I.L.G.W.U. continues to stand for peace in 
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organized labor. The C.I.O. and its leader, John 
L. Lewis, have shown they don’t want, peace. The 
results of the Local 22 elections strengthen the 
hand of the international in its intention to re- 
affiliate with the A.F.L. if Lewis continues his 
present line of making a joke of the serious 
schism in organized labor.” 

Zimmerman said that the election in Local 22 
was a climax to the rout of communists in recent 
elections in several other I.L.G.W.U. unions, 
Locals 9, 177, 60, 35 and 38, with a total member- 
ship of more than 30,000. In all these locals, he 
said, the communists succeeded in electing only 
one business agent and one delegate to the 
1.L.G.W.U. convention. 

————_—_— &-__--— 


Employee May Recover Double 
Overtime Under Wage-Hour Act 


An employee may insist on his right under the 
wage-hour law to collect double the amount of 
wages and overtime due him although the em- 
ployer offers to settle for only the amount due, 
according to a decision handed down by Justice 
C. S. Desmond in the New York State Supreme 
Court in Erie County (Buffalo). 

In a review of Justice Desmond’s decision the, 
Wage and Hour Division of the United States 
Department of Labor points out that the court 
held that a contract between an employer and 
employee does not prevent the application of the 
wage-hour law, and that an employee’s suit for 
wages and overtime recovery may be brought in 
a state court of competent jurisdiction. 

Justice Desmond’s decision included also a re- 
fusal to consider a. defense plea that the Fair 
Labor Standards Act is unconstitutional. Upon the 
contrary, he said: “It seems more likely that it is 
constitutional . .. It is a carefully drawn statute. 
Its objectives as set forth in its ‘declaration of 
policy’ seem proper ones and the means of achiev- 
ing them seem lawful.” 

Justice Desmond’s opinion was made in an 
action brought in the New York State Supreme 
Court by Harold Emerson, a stationary engineer 
employed, under a contract, by Mary Lincoln 
Candies, Inc. Emerson sued to recover $2455.74, 
twice the amount of overtime wages due to him, 
he claimed, from the candy company. Mary Lin- 
coln Candies offered to pay him $827.22, alleging 
that was the amount of Emerson’s overtime, as 
computed by a government auditor, Justice Des- 
mond’s ruling on this point was: 

“Is it a defense to a suit under 16(b) of the 
Act (the section making an employer liable to 
employees for double the amount of unpaid mini- 
mum wages or overtime) that the employer, after 
a federal official computed the overtime, offered 
to pay that same amount?” 


* Comfortable 


Moleskin Trousers 


Tailored 1 V9 


to Fit 


® Heavy 9!4-0z. Coltex Moleskin! 
® Drill Pockets . . . Tunnel Loops! 
¢@ Dress Pants Construction! 

® Points of Strain Bar Tacked! 

© Waist, 30-44; Length, 30-34! 


Friday, April 5, 1940 


Successful Application 
Of New Medidtion Law 


California’s new mediation law- was called into 
play for the first time, averting a strike of 700 
workers, at the Union Oil Company plant at 
Oleum. State Labor Commissioner Carrasco was 
called in as mediator by Oil Workers’ Union, 
Rodeo Local 326, and the Union Oil Company, to 
assist in settling a dispute resulting from the dis- 
missal of Paul McKinstry on the charge that he 
had fallen asleep while on duty on February 22. 

McKinstry, employed as a stillman, insisted that 
he had not fallen asleep and was backed up by 
the union demanding his reinstatement. Negotia- 
tions failing, the union finally called the strike, 
which was to have gone into effect on March 18. 
During an all-night session on March 16, which 
was continued the next day, the mediation efforts 
of Commissioner Carrasco resulted in a settlement 
providing for the reinstatement of McKinstry with 
back pay. Carrasco commented: 

“It was a genuine pleasure to me to serve as 
the state’s mediator under the new mediation and 
arbitration provision of the State Labor Code. The 
discussion of the controversy by the officials of 
the Union Oil Company and the representatives 
of the Oil Workers’ Union was characterized 
throughout by a most enlightened and reasonable 
approach, which might well serve as a model for 
meetings of this nature. It affords me keen pleas- 
ure to thank the Union Oil Company for its 
decision to serve the public interest by preventing 
a lamentable struggle and the union for its tem- 
perate and patient presentation of its side of the 
case. We may indeed be grateful to all concerned 
for a successful application of a law which I am 
certain will be found to be of increasing public 
benefit.” 

e—_—_--- 
LOW-RENT HOMES IN TAMPA 

“North Boulevard Homes,” the 534-unit slum- 
clearance project for negro tenancy in Tampa, 
Fla., financed through loans made by the United 
States Housing Authority, is completed. 
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Free Blood Tests 
Beginning April 1, and for a _ limited time, 


Dr. Richard A. Koch of the California State De- 
partment of Public Health will be located in 
Room 2 of the San Francisco Labor Temple, 2940 
Sixteenth street, San Francsico, for the purpose 
of making blood tests in connection with the cam- 
paign now in progress against the spread of 
syphilis. 

These tests are made free of charge and mem- 
bers of all unions are urged to submit to these 
tests, this program having been indorsed by the 
San Francisco Labor Council; and a special com- 
mittee of the Council has been appointed to aid 
in, this program. 

The secretaries of local unions are asked to give 
their utmost co-operation in publicizing this pro- 
gram and urging that the members of their unions 
submit to this test, -bearing in mind that syphilis 
is a disease, not a disgrace. 

JOHN A, O’CONNELL, Secretary, 
SAN FRANCISCO LABOR COUNCIL. 
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Southern Labor Editor 
Rebukes Federal Judge 


The Memphis “Labor Review,” J. Cohen, editor 
and publisher, sharply rebuked Federal Judge 
Alva M. Lumpkin for a recent attack on federal 
laws designated to protect free labor from the de- 
structive competition of prison-made products. 
The rebuke, in the form of an open letter to Judge 
Lumpkin printed on the first page of the “Labor 
Review,” was as follows: 

“According to the newspapers you made the 
statement that laws preventing state-to-state ship- 
ment of convict-made goods were ‘utterly without 
reason.” 

“Twelve defendants were before you awaiting 
sentence for breaking these laws. Well, we won’t 
say much about the sentence you passed—sus- 
pended fines of $25 each—but when you apolo- 
gized for doing it we decided we ought to write 
you a letter. 


Not Fitted for Job 

“*The law is utterly without reason in my 
opinion,’ you said. ‘It passes my comprehension 
to draw good people into court under such a law.’ 

“Well, Judge, if you can’t ‘comprehend’ why 
convict-made goods should be banned from the 
open, competitive market, then, Judge, you haven’t 
got any business sitting in a federal court at- 
tempting to rule wisely and judiciously on the 
other laws of the land. And the people responsible 
for setting you up in a fedéral judgeship should 
hang their heads in everlasting shame and do all 
in their power to depose you before the sun sets 
again. 

Grounds for Law Plain 

“You see, Judge, when a flood of convict-made 
goods is loosed upon the market it does two 
major things—(1) it deprives good American citi- 
zens of the right to produce those goods, and 
(2) because prison-made goods are minus the 
labor costs on bone fide products, the work done 
by the convicts pushes down the selling price of 
the goods, and begins a circle of unfair competi- 
tion which ultimately lowers the standard of liv- 
ing of the bona fide competitor. 

“Your failure to comprehend a law against such 
a practice, incidentally, comes at a time when 
good American citizens are doing all they can 
to find jobs for ten million unemployed. 


Resignation Suggested 
“Now, Judge, we aren’t saying there was any- 
thing malicious in your statement that the law is 
‘utterly without reason.’ We just think that if 
your understanding and comprehension of the so- 
cial needs of the day aren’t great enough for you 
to realize the practicability and wisdom of such 
a law, then you are a little light for the job you 
hold. 
“If you would quit, Judge, you’d be doing the 
people a big favor.” 
o___—— 


Mrs. Roosevelt Featured Speaker 


At Southern Welfare Conference 

With Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt as the fea- 
tured speaker and indorsed by both branches of 
organized labor, the second conference of the 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare will 
meet in Cattanooga, Tenn., April 14, 15 and 16, 
1940. 

More than one thousand delegates will attend 
the Chattanooga meeting, declared Howard Lee, 
executive secretary of the conference, when he 
returned from a field trip through most of the 
Southern states. 

“William Green, president of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, as well as John L, Lewis, presi- 
dent of the Congress of Industrial Organizations, 
has heartedly indorsed the conference,” said Lee. 
Green said: 

“I gladly respond to your request to be num- 
bered among the sponsors of this great humani- 
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tarian meeting. ... I am in entire accord with 
your meeting and its aims and purposes.” 
Prominent leaders in the Railroad Brotherhoods 
and the Farmers’ Union have also indorsed the 
conference, as have notable Southern educators, 
clergymen and other public figures. 
————_ @—_ 


Union Label Week 


Mayor Rossi last week officially proclaimed the 
week of May 5 as “Union Label Week” in San 
Francisco. From May 9 to 12 the annual Union 
Label Exhibit will be held at the Civic Audi- 
torium, 
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NATIONAL INCOME INCREASE 
We cannot have adequate living standards until 
we increase national income. This can be done in 
only one way: By increasing production of the 
goods and services needed by American families. 
—A. F. of L. Monthly Survey of Business. 
ee 


Dr. Schmidt Again Heads Committee 
To “Fix Up” for Exposition in 1940 
The San Francisco Citizens’ Beautiful Commit- 

tee, under the energetic chairmanship of Super- 

visor Adolph E. Schmidt, is again active in behalf 
of a clean and beautiful city for the reopening of 

the Fair in 1940, 

Dr. Schmidt has appeared before many improve- 
ment clubs urging their co-operation in this splen- 
did work-producing drive. In 1939 the Citizens’ 
City Beautiful Committee was responsible for 
many improvements in the appearance of the city 
and the relief of much unemployment through its 
activities. 

The various sub-committees are now at work 
planning drives in many places where there is still 
room for improvement. Many unsightly old eye- 
sores were removed last year through the co-oper- 
ation of the Health Department. Much was done 
in painting, fixing up old buildings and flood- 
lighting some of our monumental structures. The 
White House is a notable example of this, and 
stands out now both day and night as one of the 
most beautiful buildings in down-town San Fran- 
cisco. 

The new slogan, “Fix Up for ’40,” is rapidly 
taking hold and all the districts of San Francisco 
are looking around for places where improvements 
can be made, lots cleaned, buildings renovated and 
trees planted. San Francisco will again present a 
picture of shining cleanliness to the large tourist 
trade expected at the reopening of the Fair. 

Dr. Schmidt is speaking on the subject of “Fix 
Up for ’40” before many clubs and organizations, 
requesting especially that each improvement club 
assume the sponsorship of some project in their 
district and work on it steadily until it is com- 
pleted. “San Francisco expects every district to 
do its duty,” declared Dr. Schmidt. 


Three 


General Motors Poll 
To Cover 59 Factories 


The National Labor Relations Board election in 
General Motors plants on April 17 will be the 
largest industrial labor poll held under the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Act. 

Approximately 125,000 production and mainte- 
nance employees of the company at fifty-nine 
plants in eleven states will make their choice be- 
tween the United Automobile Workers of Amer- 
ica, affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor, and the C.I.0. Auto Workers’ Union, two 
locals of the A.F.L. International Association of 


Machinists, and the A.F.L. Pattern Makers’ 
League of North America. 
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HELP STILL NEEDED 
Even a courageous and self-reliant people can- 
not rebuild on the ruins of war without the assist- 
ance of friends. Finnish civilian relief from this 
country is as much needed today as it was in the 
darkest days of the conflict—The New York 
“Times.” 
A PLACE FOR YOUTH 
The best thing we can do to help youth is to 
give youth the feeling that they are needed in 
every city, that they have a part in the commu- 
nity, and that we can’t spare them.—Mrs. Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt. 


MAKE THE BIRDIE SMIL 


The birdie wants perfection 
And skin as smooth as silk 
So he says “for your complexion 
Insist on rich Marin Dell milk” 


A $5,400 HOME 


WILL BE YOURS 
if you save 75 cents a day for two years 


Write for further details on The Treas- 
ure House Installment Savings Plan. 


* 


THE SAN FRANCISCO BANK 


SAVINGS Incorporated Feb. 10, 1868 - Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. TRUST 
* * * SEVEN OFFICES—EACH A COMPLETE BANK * * 


Ny, 


Four 


LABOR. CLARION 


Office, 101 Labor Temple, 2940 Sixteenth St. 
San Francisco, California 
Telephone - HEmlock 3924 


CHAS. A. DERRY, Editor and Manager 


Single subscriptions ... 

To unions, each subscription. 
(When subscribing for entitre membership) 

Single Gopiés..c.i coca ioe 05 


Change of address or additions to union mail 
lists must come through the secretary of each 
organization. Members are notified that this is 
obligatory. 

Entered as second-class matter August 10, 1918, 


at the postoffice at San Francisco, California, under 
the act of March 3, 1879. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 5, 1940 


“Insult to Communist Party” 

The “Daily Worker,’ New York communist 
newspaper; in an editorial entitled, “No Thanks,” 
said that the suggestion that President Roosevelt 
is a communist is “an insult” to the party. 

“The Dies committee’s claim that it has discov- 
ered a Communist party membership card issued 
to Franklin D. Roosevelt is one of the classic ex- 
hibitions of idiocy that will go down in history 
attached to the name of Martin Dies,” the edi- 
torial said. 

“Of course, Roosevelt is not a member of the 
party of socialism of the American workers. Two 
years ago, when Wall Street was fighting Roose- 
velt, the allegation that the President of the 
United States was a member of the Communist 
party was entirely erroneous, but it was not ab-' 
surd,” the newspaper said. ; 

“Thinking of him today, in his present role as! 
the chief of imperialist war makers attempting to? 
drag our country into the European war and,; 
quite consistently, resorting to the Sherman anti- 
trust law in an attempt to exterminate the Ameri-. 
can trade unions as a part of the same reactionary 
war policy, the suggestion that he is a member 
of the Communist party is an insult,” the editorial 
said. 

Is it an “insult” to the Communist party to sug- 
gest that Roosevelt, the man they have lauded 
for some ‘of his policies, has not absorbed theirs? 
The “insult” probably lies in calling attention to 
the fact of their failure to interest the President 
in their subversive doctrines. 

= —— 
Low-Rent Housing 

Hundreds of thousands of workers in the low- 
income groups still lack adequate housing within 
their financial abiltiy. There is no denial of the 
fact that large numbers of low-paid workers are 
compelled to live in slum areas reeking with dilapi- 
dation and disease, which are responsible for much 
crime. In addition, the living standards of mil- 
lions of families are undermined by economic con- 
ditions in the slums. 


In order to provide decent dwelling accommo- 
dations for workers now consigned to the slums 
and at the same time provide employment for the 
jobless in many trades, the Wagner Low-Rent 
Housing and Slum Clearance Bill has already 
been passed by the Senate and reported favorably 
by the House Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency. It makes $800,000,000 more available for 
the United States Housing Authority to lend to 
state and local housing authorities in aid of slum 
clearance and the construction of houses at rents 
which the low-income groups can pay. It also 
provides for the construction of low-rent housing 
in rural as well as in urban areas. 

The deplorable housing conditions now imposed 
on multitudes of workers in the low-income 
groups would undoubtedly be ameliorated by the 
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Wagner Bill. It would also promote improved 
business conditions in all industries furnishing 
materials and supplies for building purposes. 
Finally, it would provide employment at reason- 
able wages for large numbers of workers now in 
the jobless army. 

The prompt enactment of the Wagner Bill by 
the House of Representatives would be definitely 
in the public interest. There should be no delay in 
making it statute law. 

& —_—_ — 


Registration of Aliens 

At the 1939 session of the Pennsylvania Legis- 
lature, says the “Monthly Labor Review,” a law 
was enacted which requires the registration of 
certain aliens with the Department of Labor and 
Industry. This act is one of the first of its kind 
in the United States. In 1931 a measure was 
passed in Michigan which, among other things, 
required aliens to obtain a certificate of residence. 
The act was held unconstitutional by a district 
court of that state shortly after its enactment. 
Also, in Connecticut and Florida the governor 
has been authorized under certain circumstances 
to require the registration of aliens. A bill similar 
to the Pennsylvania statute was introduced re- 
cently in the New Jersey Legislature, but failed 
of passage. 

The Pennsylvania act provides that during the 
month of December, 1939, and of each year there- 
after, aliens 18 years of age or over residing in 
the state must register with the Department of 
Labor and Industry. The act does not apply, how- 
ever, to an alien whose son or daughter has served 
in the service of the United States during any 
war, or who has filed an application declaring his 
intention to become an American citizen, In the 
case of an alien who has made an application but 
has failed to become naturalized within three 
years thereafter the act is applicable. An alien is 
not required to register who has resided contin- 
uously in the United States since December 31, 
1908, and has never been convicted of any crim- 
inal offense in a court of record. Every alien be- 
coming a resident of Pennsylvania after January 
1, 1940, must register with the department within 
thirty days. 

The registration must show the name, age, ad- 
dress, occupation, name of employer, character- 
istics of appearance, name of the wife or husband, 
if any, names of all children under 18 residing 
with the alien, and such other information and de- 
tails as the Department of Labor and Industry 


may direct. For each registration the person reg-. 


istered must pay a fee of $1, and will receive an 
alien identification card, which must be carried at 
all times and exhibited upon demand by any police 
officer or agent of the department. 


Again, no alien, unless he is exempted under 
the provisions of the act, may be given a license 
to operate a motor vehicle or have a motor vehicle 
registered in his name, unless he first exhibits an 
alien identification card for the current registra- 
tion period. The Department of Labor and Indus- 
try is required to classify registrations and fur- 
nish copies to the Pennsylvania motor police. All 
records must be retained for a period of three 
years. The department is empowered to make and 
enforce rules and regulations to carry into effect 
and enforce the provisions of the act. 


For failure to register or to carry the identifica- 
tion card, the act provides a penalty. Anyone who 
comes within the purview of the law and who 
fails to register within any of the periods required 
shall, upon conviction, pay a fine of not more than 
$100 or be subject to imprisonment for not more 
than sixty days, or both. An alien who is required 
to be registered and fails to carry his alien iden- 
tification card, or fails or refuses to exhibit the 
card when required to do so, shall, upon convic- 
tion, be sentenced to pay a fine of not more than 
$10 or be imprisoned for not more than ten days, 
or both. 
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American Labor for Panama Projects: 


The House of Representatives has taken a com- 
mendable step in amending the army and navy 
appropriation bills so as to require the employ- 
men of American citizens for civilian services of 
an administrative, clerical, supervisory, technical 
or skilled character on work in the Panama Canal 
Zone. 


Statistics show that the United States govern- 
ment employs a small army of West Indian aliens 
on the Panama Canal and the Panama Railroad, 
four thousand of whom are in classifications above 
the grade of common labor. When the new con- 
struction projects, to cost over $600,000,000, au- 
thorized in the army and navy bills, get under 
way the number of these alien employees will be 
largely increased unless the limitations contained 
in the amendments become statute law. 


At present, under executive orders of the Presi- 
dent, the average wage rate of these aliens is 25 
cents an hour. American citizens in the Canal 
Zone are paid 25 per cent more than the rates in 
the United States. 


The American Federation of Labor insists that 
these skilled technical, clerical, administrative and 
supervisory positions shall be given to American 
citizens. The House amendments to the army and 
navy appropriation bills are in accord with the 
A.F.L. position. 


Senator McCarran of Nevada is sponsoring 
these amendments in the Senate. When they be- 
come law the employment of low-wage aliens 
above the grade of common labor by the United 
States on Canal Zone projects will be banned and 
the positions opened to American citizens at 
American wages plus 25 per cent. 


The American Federation of Labor amend- 
ments to the army and navy appropriation bills 
are 100 per cent American. They should be 
adopted by the Senate without opposition. 

> 


Another Public Housing Benefit 


Community activities of tenants in public low- 
rent housing projects are proving of great benefit 
in upbuilding civic morale and bettering general 
living conditions throughout the various neigh- 
borhoods, a recent survey of the United States 
Housing Authority shows. 


Reports from the managements of U.S.H.A. 
projects in many parts of the country indicate 
that social, cultural and recreational facilities pro- 
vided in the projects are being used in perfect 
harmony by the tenants and their neighbors. 


This, according to Nathan Straus, adminis- 
trator of the U.S.H.A., completely disproves con- 
tentions that such facilities in public housing proj- 
ects might cause dissension between tenants and 
other families in their immediate localities and 
gives impressive demonstration of general benefit 
obtainable through the U.S.H.A. program. 


Community activities sponsored and organized 
by tenants in public housing projects meet ready 
acceptance by any average American family. Of 
prime importance is the recognition of the desire 
of the average family for congenial associates, 
freedom from regimentation, opportunities for en- 
joyment of leisure, recreation and culture. These 
activities range from study groups in child wel- 
fare for expectant mothers to pinochle clubs for 
octogenarians. 


—— 


A bill to provide a health insurance program in 
connection with the Social Security system has 
been introduced by Senator Henry Cabot Lodge 
of Massachusetts in the United States Senate. The 
measure proposes that a maximum of $40 a year 
for doctor bills and hospital care be made avail- 
able to any unemployed worker who has contrib- 
uted to the Social Security system through pay- 
roll taxes. 
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John L. Lewis Threatens to Launch Third Party if Democrats Don’t Consult Him 


NLESS the Democrats select a presidential 

candidate and a platform satisfactory to him 

John L. Lewis threatens. to initiate a third party 
movement in the coming campaign. 

While he did not use these identical works, the 
inference is plain that the words he did use—‘“a 
candidate and a platform satisfactory to labor and 
the common people’—mean that the nominee and 
platform must be “satisfactory” to John L. Lewis 
himself. 


When it is recalled that the Miners’ Union 
raised by assessment nearly a millions dollars for 
political purposes and placed it at the absolute 
disposition of Lewis and his executive committee, 
it will be seen that his threat is more than a mere 
gesture. 


Where He Expects Support 


Speaking at a mass meeting of members of the 
United Mine Workers of America which he heads, 
held at Monogah, W. Va., Lewis said he would 
seek to win support for his program from liberal 
farm organizations, the American Youth Con- 


gress, the National Negro Congress and the 
Townsend old-age pension movement, 

He said his threat was directed at both parties, 
but he didn’t expect much from the Republican 


party “because we know that who pays the fid- 
dler will call the tune.” 


He revealed that preliminary plans were made. 
The Youth Congress, he claimed, has reached a 
working agreement with Labor’s Non-Partisan 
League, political arm of the C.I.O. He said he 
would address a series of national negro meetings 
and appeal for co-operation with the Non-Partisan 
League in forcing repeal of poll taxes and other 
laws which deny negroes the right to vote. 

Bids for Townsend Movement 


Lewis said he would bid for the support of the 
Townsend movement when the organization holds 
its convention in St. Louis early in July. He said 
that the C.I.O. was backing a program for 
monthly pensions of $60 for persons over 60 years 
of age. 


“Tf the Democratic party does not nominate a 


suitable candidate or adopt a platform satisfactory 
to labor and the common people, I will urge the 
assembly of a great delegate convention,” he said. 

This meeting, Lewis explained, would “formu- 
late a program that each and every American can 
support and then we will see whether machine 
politics in this country is going to be more power- 
ful than the voice of the people of this land.” 

Rules Out Prominent Candidates 

Lewis did not name a presidential preference, 
but his attitude toward leading Democratic candi- 
dates has been known for some time. He is op- 
posed to a third term for President Roosevelt. 
He denounced Vice-President John N. Garner 
publicly before a congressional committee. He re- 
gards Federal Security Administrator Paul V. 
McNutt as hostile to labor and he is opposed to 
Secretary of State Cordell Hull, whom he regards 
as too conservative. 

This leaves only Senator Burton K. Wheeler, 
Democrat, of Montana, among the leading candi- 
dates for the nomination, as being apparently in 
Lewis’s favor, according to the United Press. 


Masters, Mates and Pilots Make Reply to Navy Department Charges 


DITOR Labor Clarion: 
Dear Sir: Inclosed letter to the Secretary 
of the Navy is self-explanatory. 

Several weeks ago your publication carried an 
item released by the United States Navy. This or- 
ganization registered a protest to the navy, and we 
wish you would give this communication the same 
publicity as was received by the release to which 
this letter refers. 

Yours very truly, 


National Organization of Masters, Mates and 
Pilots of America, West Coast Local No. 90. 


C. F. MAY, President. 


Dear Mr. Secretary: The following is written by 
instruction of the membership of the National 
Organization of Masters, Mates and Pilots of 
America, West Coast Local No. 90, and is the direct 
result of recent newspaper and magazine articles 
appearing throughout the United States based on 
releases from the United States Navy Department. 

The releases refer to American merchant marine 
officers as “grossly ignorant,” and state that naval 
and coast guard vessels are instructed to fire 
across the bows of merchant vessels failing to 
answer “blinker” signals from men o’ war and 
coast guard vessels. 

The National Organization of Masters, Mates 
and Pilots of America, West Coast Local No. 90, 
hereby wishes to register a most vigorous protest 
against such unfair and biased statements and 
threats. If the Navy Department had all facts re- 
lating to the case of the American merchant marine 
officer at hand the articles referred to would un- 
doubtedly not have been released to the press. 

On all United States merchant freight vessels, 
and many passenger and mail carriers as well, one 
deck officer only is on watch on the bridge at 
sea; the only other person with him is the helms- 
man. Most signalling from naval and coast guard 
craft occurs in close waters or along coast lines 
where the sole merchant marine watch officer is 
required to keep a sharp lookout. He might even 
be taking a bearing or conning the ship at the 
moment a blinker signal is sent him. It is con- 
ceivable that a dangerous situation might arise 
from this officer leaving his other duties to answer 
lengthy blinker signals. The strain on eyes and 
other faculties will certainly not increase his 
ability to properly attend to the navigation of his 
ship. 

It must be known to the Navy Department that 
the merchant marine vessels do not employ expert 
signalmen, whereas the navy and coast guard do. 
The men sending the messages from government 
vessels such as naval and coast guard are experts, 
trained especially in signalling; and furthermore, 
they are not officers—the responsibility of the 
navigation of the ship does not rest on their 
shoulders while signalling. Perhaps in isolated 
instances a navy or coast guard officer does his 
own signalling; this, however, is such a rare oc- 
currence that we doubt if it can be used as an 
argument. 

Instances where blinker signals have been sent 
from battleships and other large naval vessels to 
merchant ships and not properly answered by the 
latter, and in consequence the report made by the 
Naval vessel has resulted in severe reprimands to 
the merchant marine officers from their companies, 
with the threat of dismissal if further reports are 


this must be apparent when the differences in the 
conditions between the officers on board the naval 
vessel sending the message and that of the officer 
alone on the bridge of the receiving merchant 
vessel is considered. 

The National Organization of Masters, Mates and 
Pilots of America, West Coast Local No. 90, is ab- 
solutely dedicated to 100 per cent efficient mer- 
chant marine, and will in all possible manner 
endeavor to increase the efficiency of its members. 
To that end the organization has, from the incep- 
tion of the Maritime Commission’s training pro- 
gram, given it its whole-hearted support, and our 
members have waited, and are waiting in line, to 
join the three months’ course offered by the com- 
mission; also many of the members are attending 
the special classes in signalling conducted by the 
commission. The fact still remains that in spite of 
such training the merchant marine watch officer 
on bridge duty at sea and at night cannot call a 
signalman to attend the blinker when addressed 
by a naval or coast guard vessel, no matter what 
important function he might be attending to at 
the time; whereas the officer or officers of the 
sending vessel do just that; and while the signal- 
ling 1s going on is free to attend to the navigation 
of the vessel. He is not alone on the bridge; he 
can have other officers summoned to his assist- 
ance; he has his signalman and a messenger. 

The situation for the merchant marine officer is, 
however, quite different—he has one man at the 
wheel, one on the lookout on the forecastle head; 
a spare man is supposed to be handy, but is most 
of the time in his bunk. An officer in the merchant 
marine cannot leave the bridge unless properly 
relieved on pain of losing his certificate; there- 


Hatters’ Organization 
Reports Big Victories 


Progress all along the line is reported by Presi- 
dent M. Zaritsky of the United Hatters, Cap and 
Millinery Workers’ International Union, Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor affiliate. 


The Chic Maid Hat Manufacturing Company 
of Buffalo, N. Y., has just entered into an agree- 
ment with the international union. The plant em- 
ploys more than half of the millinery workers in 
Buffalo. 


By a vote of more than three to one the inter- 
national union has won a National Labor Rela- 
tions Board election designating the union as a 
collective bargaining agency for the 1200 em- 
ployees of the Merrimac Hat Corporation’s plant 
at Amesbury, Mass. The vote was .793 for the 
union to 239 against, The election was preceded 
by a strike of the employees which lasted a week. 


In Atlanta, Ga., the local labor movement is 
standing solidly behind the 400 millinery workers 
on strike against three millinery factories in that 
city. The Atlanta workers struck after they had 
voted in several National Labor Relations Board 
elections designating, by an overwhelming vate 
the United Hatters, Cap and Millinery Workers’ 


received, are numerous. The flagrant injustice of } Union as their collective bargaining agency. 


fore he cannot personally call anyone except pos- 
sibly the captain. * * * 

It is manifestly unjust to subject faithful, ex- 
perienced and otherwise accomplished merchant 
marine officers to the onus of public scorn because 
of a very understandable failure to measure up to 
expert signalmen whose only duty consists of sig- 
nalling. No efforts are made as a rule by the sig- 
nalling warships or coast guard vessels to make 
allowance for the difference in signalling experi- 
ence between a merchant marine officer and a man 
specially detailed to signal duty, whose. signals 
are sent with expert rapidity that naturally re- 
quire expert reception. 

We therefore respectfully reiterate that we pro- 
test the criticism appearing in the public press 
against the officers of the merchant marine and 
emanating from the Navy Department, and beg 
you, Mr. Secretary, to consider the obvious unequal 
status of the merchant marine officer, while act- 
ing as a watch officer on bridge duty at sea, to 
that of a naval or coast guard officer on similar 
duty on board a naval or coast guard vessel. 

The implied threat to the effect “that if the first 
shot does not take effect the second will be more 
substantial” is a curious way for the American 
navy to enlist continued loyalty of its many mer- 
chant marine officers that have served honorably 
in the naval forces, and a great number of whoni 
are still members of the Naval Reserve. 

We believe that the merchant marine officer's 
peculiar position on board American merchant ma- 
rine vessels is not properly understood by the gov- 
ernmental departments, and in these troubled days 
he has unfortunately had little opportunity to ex- 
press himself. 

The National Organization of Masters, Mates and 
Pilots of America is on reéerd. for added officer 
personnel on board American merehant marine 
vessels, also training of unlicensed personnel in 
order that the efficiency of our merchant marine 
may be second to none. The Navy Department, 
instead of holding the merchant marine officer up 
to ridicule before the American public, could do 
much to raise the standard of efficiency in our 
merchant marine by advocating to the Maritime 
Commission and private owners the necessity of 
more deck officers, and also that signalmen be 
placed on board merchant ships. 

Navy and coast guard signalmen, even when 
their vessels are in port, are continually practic- 
ing blinker and other forms of signalling, and 
therefore naturally attain great proficiency. On 
the oth hand, when a merchant vessel is in port, 
the deck officers are swamped with all sorts of 
worksypervising cargo handling, assisting in 
inspections and a multitude of other duties that 
certainly leaves them no time to practice signal- 
ling; and though these officers may have attended 
a three months’ course in a government school, 
lack of practice naturally causes rustiness, and 
When contacted by an expert signalman, specially 
trained, the merchant marine officer is obvious] 
at a disadvantage. The only solution appears to be 
to place.finior officers and signalmen on board our 
merchant vessels in addition to the present very 
inadequate complement. 

In the hope, Mr. Secretary, that criticism of, and 
attacks on, the integrity of the officers of the 
American merchant marine by the Navy Depart- 
ment will be discontinued, permit us to assure you 
of our fullest co-operation, to the end that our 


merchant marine attain the highest efficiency pos- 
sible and in consequence the respect it is entitled 
to, we beg to remain, 
National Organization of Masters, Mates 
and Pilots of 
Local No. 90. 
CAPT. C. F. MAY, President. 


America, West Coast 
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Lawful Application of 
Tipping Regulations 


Deputies of the labor commissioner’s office have 
been instructed to inaugurate a campaign for en- 
forcement of a California law regulating tipping, 
it was announced by George G. Kidwell, state 
director of Industrial Relations. 

The law provides that where employers take 
tips that have been left for employees a sign in 
large type must be conspicuously posted, Kidwell 
said. 

In some establishments hat check girls and 
other employees are not on the payrolls and re- 
ceive only the tips left them, he declared. That 
practice is in violation of the state minimum wage 
law. In other establishments girls are forced to 
turn their tips over to the employers and receive 
set salaries. 

Deputies, Kidwell said, have been instructed to 
inspect books of night clubs and other suspected 
law violators as a part of the enforcement cam- 
paign. 

Speaking of little known provisions of the labor 
code, M. I. Gershenson, principal statistician for 
for the Division of Labor Statistics and Law En- 
forcement of the department, declared the tipping 
law was one of numerous provisions of the code 
that have been largely ignored by former admin- 
istrations. 

He said that failure to enforce laws protecting 
the rights of employees has worked a handicap 
on legitimate employers who attempt to comply 
fully with the statutes, through inviting chiseling 
competition. 
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Striking Nashville Truck Drivers 
Win Wage Increase, Shorter Hours 


An eight-day strike brought a union contract 
and pay increases for drivers throughout the 
Hoover Truck Company system in Nashville, 
Tenn. The strike affected employees of the com- 
pany in Chattanooga, Nashville, Atlanta, St. Louis 
and other points. 

&———_—____— 


WHAT’S HE KICKING ABOUT? 

Frank E. Gannett, Rochester publisher and can- 
didate for the Republican nomination for Presi- 
dent, told a party rally in Los Angeles recently: 
“TI charge that the ‘new deal’ has been a complete 
failure. President Roosevelt has had more than 
twenty billion dollars to spend. . . He has failed 
to get us out of the depression or to bring sub- 
stantial recovery.” A Rochester, N. Y., Associ- 
ated Press dispatch says: “The Gannett Company, 
Inc., reported to stockholders today a consolidated 
net profit of $1,302,320 for 1939, a gain of $136,904 
over the preceding year. The net was after all 
charges. Preferred stock dividends were earned 
three times, compared with two and six-tenths 
times in 1938, Frank Gannett, president, reported.” 


A. F. of L. Victories 


As the result of American Federation of Labor 
victories in National Labor Relations Board elec- 
tions, the board has announced the following cer- 
tifications of A.F.L. unions as collective bargain- 
ing representatives: 


International Union of Operating Engineers, 
Local 5, as the sole collective bargaining agency 
selected by a majority of the engineers in the 
power house of Hy-Grade Food Products Corpora- 
tion at its plant in Detroit, Mich. 


United Hatters, Cap and Millinery Workers’ 
International Union, as the sole collective bar- 
gaining agency selected by a majority of the pro- 
duction employees of Standard Hat Company, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Pattern Makers’ League of North America as 
the sole collective bargaining agency selected by 
a majority of the pattern and model makers in the 
research and experimental departments of the To- 
ledo plant of Willys Overland Motors, Inc. 


International Brotherhood of Electrical Work- 
ers, Local 3, as the sole collective bargaining 
agency selected by a majority of the employees 
of Silvray Lighting, Inc., New York City. 


Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union, Local 141, as 
the sole collective bargainign agency designated 
by a majority of all the employees of J. Edwards 
& Co., Philadelphia. 


DAY 


Relief Bill Refunds 
Puzzling to P.G.& E. 


Proper disposal of a “substantial” sum _ of 
money owed as refunds to natural gas users of the 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company from July 16, 
1933, to April 30, 1936, has perplexed company 
officials and officials of several California counties 
for weeks, it has been disclosed. 

The money, owed on bills paid for or by relief 
clients, is part of the approximately $7,000,000 in 
refunds and interest which the company has been 
ordered by the federal court to pay its customers 
of that period. 

“Most of the Bay area counties, including San 
Francisco, Contra Costa and Alameda, have 
placed claims for the refunds on the basis that the 
bills were originally paid from public funds,” 
J. Clark Benson, company official, said. 

“We are willing and ready to pay the refunds, 
but we feel the money cannot be given to the 
counties until we know the procedure is legal and 
proper.” 

The counties have been asked to back up their 
claims with citation of legal authorities, but none 
has been submitted, the company said. 

Exact figures on the sum involved are not 
available, it was pointed out, because company 
records provide no method of distinguishing be- 
tween relief clients and other customers. It is 
believed “at least several thousand dollars” must 
be involved. 

The question as it applies to San Francisco is 
now in the hands of City Attorney O’Toole. 
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Big Share of Renovation Costs 
Estimated to Be Spent for Wages 


Out of each dollar spent in remodeling or 
improving homes, stores and factories, approxi- 
mately 60 cents is used for wages, according to 
estimates of builders and architects made available 
to William A. Hemphill, executive director of the 
Pennsylvania Job Mobilization Committee. 

On many home renovation improvements the 
wage share of each dollar may well run to 70 
cents or even more, depending upon the type of 
improvement that is being made, Hemphill de- 
clares. 
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YOUTH-LABOR DANCE 


Profits from the Youth-Labor dance sponsored 
by the Student Workers’ Federation, University 
of California, will go into a strike fund for stu- 
dent culinary workers now on strike, Dick Gard- 
ner, president of the S.W.F., announced last week. 
The students have signed up with the Culinary 
Workers’ Union, Local 31, and, together with the 
full-time employees, are picketing ‘“D/ad’s,” on 
Telegraph avenue, to gain union wages, hours and 
working conditions, and collective bargaining for 
union members. The ‘Youth-Labor dance, to be 
held Saturday, April 6, at the Oakland Auditorium 
ballroom, will be preceded by a “Peace and Jobs” 
rally at which representatives of youth and labor 
will speak. 
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Writers and Reporters’ Union 


The second meeting of the Newspaper Writers 
and Reporters’ Union No. 22279 was held in the 
American Federation of Labor building last 
Thursday, says the “East Bay Labor Journal.” 

Two candidates were initiated by President 
Quinn and several matters of importance dis- 
cussed and disposed of. 

The union voted to request the Western office 
of the American Federation of Labor to place an 
organizer in the field here to organize the various 
newspaper writers and reporters now without or- 
ganization. 

Next meeting of the union will be held in San 
Francisco. 
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Guild Controversy 


President William Green of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor has issued the following. circular 
letter to the officers of State Federations of 
Labor, City Central Labor Unions and directly 
affiliated local unions: 

“Dear Sirs and Brothers: 


“The employees of the Chicago ‘Herald-Ameri- 
can’ are all members of American Federation of 
Labor unions and are working under contracts 
negotiated through collective bargaining between 
representatives of said American Federation of 
Labor tnions and the management of the Chi- 
cago ‘Herald-American.’ This is true of the print- 
ing trades organizations, the editorial writers and 
other employees, all of whom are members of 
American Federation of Labor unions. 


“Notwtihstanding this fact, the representatives 
of the Newspaper Guild, a C.I.O. organization, 
are pretending to carry on a strike against the 
Chicago ‘Herald-American.’ In order to promote 
said strike the representatives of this C.I.O. 
Newspaper Guild are appealing to American Fed- 
eration of Labor unions for financial support. 
They represent that a strike is on against the 
Chicago Herald-American Newspaper Publishing 
Company. 

“The facts are that this Newspaper Guild, a 
C.1.0. organization, is making war upon the 
American Federation of Labor unions and mem- 
bers of the American Federation of Labor unions 
employed by the Chicago ‘Herald-American.’ That 
means that any financial contribution or any as- 
sistance given by members of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor would be used in fighting their 
own fellow American Federation of Labor mem- 
bers and in destroying American Federation of 
Labor unions. 


“The convention of the American Federation of 
Labor which was held at Cincinntai, Ohio, last 
October directed ‘that the American Federation 
of Labor, in convention assembled, empower the 
executive council to take whatever action may be 
necessary to preserve the jobs of our members 
employed on the Chicago newspaper, and that all 
State Federations of Labor, City Central Labor 
Unions and local unions be requested to counter- 
act the false and erroneous information being sup- 
plied the members of our organizations, the public 
and national advertisers.’ 


“IT am therefore appealing through State Fed- 
erations of Labor, Central Labor Unions and 
American Federation of Labor local unions, to 
the membership of the American Federation of 
Labor to reject the appeals made by the C.I.O. 
Newspaper Guild for money and service to be 
used in the attempt to destroy American Federa- 
tion of Labor unions. 

“The Newspaper Guild is a part of the C.I.O., 
a dual organization which was formed by those 
who left the American Federation of Labor. If 
the Newspaper Guild wishes the support of the 
American Federation of Labor, let them first of 
all become a part of it. They should not appeal 
for support to those whom they are seeking to 
destroy. Instead of helping the Newspaper Guild 
to destroy American Federation of Labor unions 
it is the duty of members of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to help the American Federa- 
tion of Labor unions which the Guild is seeking 
to destroy, to live, prosper and endure. 

“Reject all appeals made by the Newspaper 
Guild for financial contributions, for help and for 
service to be used in the fight which the Guild is 
making against American Federation of Labor 
members employed by the Chicago ‘Herald- 
American.’ : 

“T urge in behalf and in the name of the 
American Federation of Labor that you will ac- 
quaint all members of the American Federation of 
Labor within your respective jurisdictions with 
the facts in this case, and appeal to them to re- 


frain from giving support to the Newspaper Guild 
in the fight they are making against our Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor unions at Chicago. 
“Fraternally yours. 
“WILLIAM GREEN, 
“President American Federation of Labor.” 


Donat Castle, Owned by Hearst, 
Bought by British Government 


The British government has acquired St. Don- 
at’s Castle from William Randolph Hearst, Ameri- 
can newspaper publisher, it was announced re- 
cently. 

The castle, in the west of England, was pur- 
chased by Hearst fifteen years ago for $125,000. 
Hearst spent large sums to modernize it, but re- 
cently much of its furniture, silver and valuable 
collections were sold at auction. It was under- 
stood that in acquiring the thirteenth century 
castle several months ago the government paid 
considerably less than its value. 
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MILLIONS OF SYPHILIS CASES 

Playing an important role in the campaign 
against venereal disease, Community Chest reports 
that there are six and a half million cases of 
syphilis in the United States. Less than 10 per 
cent of the number are taking advantage of clinic 
facilities for proper treatment. Free or part-pay 
treatment may be had at the public health clinics 
or at Community Chest-supported hospital clinics. 

ees 


“FEARLESS SENTINELS” REQUIRED 

The organized labor movement and other fun- 
damental American institutions are confronted 
with both open and underground attacks on their 
basic principles. This perpetual crisis requires 
labor papers to act as fearless sentinels, ever 
functioning in the instruction of the masses and 
always protecting them from those predatory 
interests who are continually attacking the cause 
of the people.—Frank Morrison. 
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Homer Martin Denies Report 
Of Overtures Made to C.I.O. 


A statement that he had tried to rejoin the 
C.I1.O. was denied by Homer Martin, president 
of the Automobile Workers’ Union, A.F.L, affili- 
ate. Martin’s group left the C.I.O. a year ago. 

Martin said he would never rejoin the C.I.O. as 
long as it remained under the control of John L. 
Lewis. 


Roland J, Thomas, president of the Automobile 
Workers’ Union of the C.I.O., had said that Mar- 
tin wrote him a letter on December 18 making 
overtures for peace, which, he added, were re- 
peated to a C.I.O. representative in January and 
rejected with the concurrence of the U.A.W.- 
C.1.O. executive board. 


Martin, a former Baptist minister, stated in de- 
troit that his letter to Thomas on December 18 
was “purely a matter of personal religion,” a plea 
for “forgiveness for holding a personal resentment 
against him.” 


Thomas confirmed this part of the letter, but 
declined to make public the full text. 
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Strike Averted 


The threatened strike of 27,000 transit workers 
in New York City, which would have tied up that 
city’s principal subway and elevated lines, was 
averted by an agreement reached on Tuesday Jast. 

It was substantially the same agreement reached 
on Wednesday of last week. Since then the Board 
of Transportation had refused to accept the closed 
shop provision of the Transport Workers’ Union 
contracts and the union again threatened to strike. 
Mayor La Guardia said the board had acted on a 
“misunderstanding,” which has been cleared up. 


In each instance the city agreed, pending judicial 
decision, to accept the closed shop provision when 
it takes over the transit lines from private opera- 
tors this summer. The mayor believes that civil 
service rules make the closed shop illegal but is 
willing to leave the decision on that and on the 
union’s right to strike against the government to 
the courts. 

———_IQa____ 


National Income Now Equals 
Biggest Year in Buying Power 


(‘The Nation”) 

Last year’s rise in national income from $64,- 
000,000,000 to $68,500,000,000 should provide ex- 
cellent grist for the 1940 Democrtaic campaign 
mill. For as prices were approximately the same 
as in the previous year, the gain is a real one and 
reflects a substantial improvement in the Ameri- 
can people’s standard of living. Nor can the 
improvement be attributed solely to the war. The 
upturn in business began in early summer and 
continued unchecked throughout the remainder of 
the year. What is not generally realized is that 
the 1939 national income of $68,500,000,000 at the 
present price level is substantially the same as the 
record $81,000,000,000 income of 1929. 


Community Music School 


Those who saw the motion picture, “They Shall 
Have Music,” were not surprised when Jascha 
Heifetz paid a call to the Community Music 
School during his last visit here. 

In real life the great violinist is as much inter- 
ested in music for under-privileged children as he 
was in the popular picture. 

Heifetz believes that music can be a great force 
in the lives of less fortunate children by helping 
them to combat environmental handicaps. 

The Community Music School is supported by 
the Community Chest and provides instruction 
on an ability-to-pay basis. Heifetz is an honorary 
member of the school’s board of directors, and 
never fails to visit the Chest agency when in San 
Francisco. 


Further expansion in exports of United States 
refined sugar is anticipated by financial experts. 
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Run o’ the Hook 


By FRED E. HOLDERBY 
President of Typographical Union No. 21 


The University of California Press held open 
house last Friday at its new home, Center and 
Oxford streets, Berkeley, in celebration of the 
seventy-second anniversary of the university, An 
organization which has won national recognition, 
the plant boasts a new battery of machines and 
other equipment, making it one of the most mod- 
ern in the Bay area. 

The California Conference of Typographical 
Unions is to convene in regular quarterly session 
at Stockton this Sunday, April 7. The board of 
directors will meet at 11 a. m. and the conference 
will open at 2 o’clock. The headquarters of Stock- 
ton Typographical Union, at 442 East Market 
street, will be the place of meeting. Arrangements 
have been made by members of Stockton Union 
to entertain. delegates and their wives, and a re- 
quest has been made that as many delegates as 
possible bring their wives. 

The Allied Printing Trades Conference is to 
hold a two-day session tomorrow and Sunday in 
this city. Headquarters will be the Olympic Ho- 
tel, 230 Eddy street. Delegates and visitors are 
expected from throughout the state. 

The California State Personnel Board, 1025 P 
street, Sacramento, announces examinations will 
open for plant superintendent for the State Print- 
ing Plant to fill the vacancy created by the death 
of the former superintendent, J. M. Welsh, Upon 
application, notices will be sent directly to pros- 
pective candidates. The examination is for men 
only. 

The union is in possession of a biographical 
sketch of Archibald Mossman Ballard, an early 
California prifter and newspaper man, who was 
interred in printers’ plot, Laurel Hill Cemetery, 
in 1867. The same was furnished by his grandson, 
John V. Powers, 1395 Masonic avenue. Mr. Bal- 
lard crossed the plains by ox train from Spring- 
field, Ohio, in 1849 and again in 1854, and previ- 
ous to leaving Springfield had published a paper 
in that city, and was a close personal friend and 
associate of Abraham Lincoln. On coming to Cali- 
fornia he located at Volcano, Amador County, 
then one of the largest settlements in the state, 
where he engaged in the newspaper and _ hotel 
business. One of the first printers employed by 
the San Francisco “Chronicle,” he started work 
on that paper shortly after its foundation, seventy- 
five years ago. He died as the result of an acci- 
dent while engaged at the printing trade in Contra 
Costa County. A diary consisting of some twenty 
books kept by Mr. Ballard, describing his experi- 
ences in twice crossing the plains and his activ- 
ities in California, along with several works of 
fiction and a book of poems, were destroyed in 
the 1906 fire. 

Chairman E. M. Stone of the board of trustees, 
to whom the union delegated the job at last meet- 
ing of protecting the interests of No. 21 in the 
removal of our members from Laurel Hill Ceme- 
tery, has put in a busy month gathering data on 
plots in the different cemeteries looking to a sav- 
ing to our members through union action which 
would contract to use a stipulated number of 
burial plots. One such propositoin (Birch Knoll 
at Cypress Lawn) he is bringing before the union. 
This calls for the union to contract to use 100 
graves in twenty years at a saving of approxi- 
mately $20 per plot and with four free plots to be 
used for erecting a shaft or other monument, Mr. 
Stone states other savings would be on crema- 
tions and markers, the reduction on the former 
being around $10 and on the markers about $20. 


JAS. H. REILLY & CO. 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


Phone Mission 7711 29th and Dolores Streets 
Official Undertaker of S. F. Typographical Union No. 21 


LABOR CLARION 


Softball is in the air again. Next Sunday at 
11 a. m., it is reported, the first practice game of 
1940 will be held. At that time a Typographical 
team will clash with the Safeway Rookies at 
Aptos Diamond No. 2, Ocean avenue and Aptos 
avenue. A No. 12 or K car will take you to the 
diamond. Come one, come all! 


“Chronicle” Chapel Notes—By C. F. C. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Campbell, Jr., have ac- 
quired a home in San Carlos, and, boy, is Bud 
busy with moving, etc.? 

Visitors to the “room” last week were O. J. 
Schimke and Ralph Trickle from the “Wall Street 
Journal.” Come again, boys. 

From our sick-bay come reports that Cliff 
Hooper is improving from his illness, and of E. L. 
Walker we learn that his condition is not so good. 

Selig Olcovich received word from a former 
chapel member, B. E. Noble, who was employed 
in the ad room. Ben says that he is as well as 
can be expected. 

Congratulations to Arthur Eggleston, labor co)- 
umnist of the “Chronicle,” upon being one of fif- 
teen awarded the Nieman fellowship for advanced 
study at Harvard University. This will mean that 
his column, “The Labor Scene,” will be discon- 
tinued, and for this we feel sure those who fol- 
low his keen observations of the labor movement 
will miss his writings. We trust the opportunity 
afforded him will result in the recognition as an 
authority on labor and economic matters which 
we think he justly merits. 

Linotype machinists have been called upon to 
repair ’most everything from percolators to auto- 
mobiles. Machinist Danenhower has written a 
new high for something or other, when he re- 
paired a zipper on a pair of trousers. It happened 
this way: A gent from the editorial rooms unzip- 
pered his trousers, but when he went to zipper 
up, to his astonishment, no zip. Danenhower 
labored a full twenty minutes so the gent could 
go forth without appearing to be a fugitive from 
the penal code. 


“News” Chapel Notes—By L. L. Heagney 

It’s his conviction, says Clarence Bossler, that 
the public schools play an unrecognized but domi- 
nant role in the trend of advertising away from 
newspapers to radio. Children are taught not to 
think, only to hear; tell them anything loud 
enough and often enough and they’ll believe it, 
for most folks get their ideas second-hand any- 
way, and the fuller they are of holes the prouder 
they are of them. Certainly, points out Bossler, 
the ether waves lend themselves splendidly to this 
educational bias by telling them loud enough and 
often enough. 

Well, well, it surely doesn’t look like we'll have 
to call a cab to send Ina Rickard to the poor- 
house! With her proofroom subbing, her poetry 
and her song writing she’s doing fine. A song 
published last week but not yet on the market 
will be used by the Exposition and a local music 
conservatory. 

Excessive rain in the mountains, according to 
Dick Smith, ski fan, washed off most of the snow 
below the 6000-foot level, but Dick’s information 
is that skiers will find a heavy mantle of the 
white stuff above that elevation which will pro- 
vide sport for several months, 

When Phil Scott stays with his specialty, rac- 
ing, he knows his way around; when he steps into 
another branch, boxing, he can be taken for a 
ride, and Al Crackbon was the jockey who didn’t 
think Paychek was negotiable at the Joe Lewis 
bank. 

Skipper Davy, who keeps a paternal eye on the 
sick, reports that Louise Stretton, injured in an 
auto accident some time ago but believed mend- 
ing splendidly, suffered a relapse and her condi- 
tion is not, encouraging. 

The Labor Clarion’s issue of March 29 con- 
tained the farewell press release of the Woman’s 
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Auxiliary correspondent, Mrs. Myrtle Sadler. 
Week after week she consistently published an 
interesting column, and it’s to be hoped her retire- 
ment produces a successor equally entertaining 


and enlightening. 


Golf News—By J. W. C. 

The tournament of the Union Printers’ Golf 
Association scheduled for last Sunday at La Rin- 
conada has been postponed until Sunday, April 
14, same time and place. After the rain of the past 
week-end had been falling steadily for over twelve 
hours, several association members contacted the 
writer to find out if the tourney was to go on, and 
it wasn’t until after the resident professional at 
La Rinconada, Phil Jefferson, had assured the 
writer that the tournament could not be played, as 
most of the course was under water, that the 
tourney was postponed. As the La Rinconada 
outing was to be one that the whole family could 
enjoy, and the officers of the association felt that 
a two weeks’ wait would not be too long and 
would give the course a fine chance to thoroughly 
dry out, the 14th was chosen for the new date to 
give the members ample time to get out and play 
a few practice rounds before the event. 

The writer wishes to extend the thanks of the 
association to those members who made several 
phone calls to the different members telling them 
of the postponement, and to those association 
members working on the daily newspapers, who 
saw to it that a postponement notice was run in 
all of the papers on Saturday and Sunday. It is 
hoped that all the members were notified and that 
no one made the trip down to Los Gatos in vain. 
So with the association willing and the weather 
permitting, it will again be La Rinconada on April 
14 for our postponed outing, so remake your plans 
to be with us on that date, and remember to bring 
the family along. 

Harvey Bell of the “News” came through the 
finals of the city championship in fine style, win- 
ning his’ match in the fifth flight by a 2 and 1 
margin. Harvey was the lone representative of 
the association in the city fray and by virtue of 
his win becomes the second association member 
to carry home one of the French Company 
trophies, the other being in the possession of 
Gale Welchon, who copped one of the prize cups 
in the 1939 tourney. To Harvey, our congratula- 
tions for his fine win, and we hope that the win- 
ning complex that you had in the city tourney 
will be in evidence at all future tourneys. ... 
Although the great majority of courses were knee 
deep in water the past week-end, the writer had 
the pleasure of playing over the Chabot course 
with Charlie Russell, who was down in the Bay 
area to watch over his protege, Elmer Clites, who 
was playing in the Alameda Commuters’ tourna- 
ment. . . . Charlie sneaked away for a few hours 
to play with the writer, and if the golf wasn’t so 
good, the gab was. .. . Charlie was all enthused 
over the coming International tournament at 
Washington, D. C., that will be played August 3 
to 9 on one of the capital city’s several courses. 
The fine times that he has had in the past and 
the several tourneys that he has played in were 
all recalled for the writer and from the glowing 
words of praise that Charlie spoke the Interna- 
tional Association sure must put on some swell 
times. ... The progress of our organization was 
commended and the hope was expressed that in 
some future tourney a representative of our asso- 
ciation might be playing in one of the interna- 
tional affairs—which might be and is some good 
food for thought. . . . Incidentally, Charlie’s boy 
Elmer is doing all right at Alameda. Medalist 
with a snappy 69 and winning his first match by 
a 2 and 1 margin, it is hoped that Elmer is on his 
way. . . . Remember to remake your plans to 
include the 14th as a golfing date with the Union 
Printers’ Golf Association at La Rinconada, and 
don’t forget to bring the family down and our 
weekly admonition to read your Labor Clarion for 
golf news. 
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Woman’s Auxiliary 21 
By MRS. C. W. ABBOTT 

The month of April of each year is set aside 
and recognized as Union Label Month. The ways 
and means, entertainment and label committees 
met Wednesday evening at the home of Mrs. Nora 
J. Swenson, 345 Leavenworth street, to plan a 
label party, as required by the international. 

Much credit is deserved by our label committee, 
who have accomplished some marked results in 
their campaign for the union label. We urge all 
readers of “Life” to switch to union publications 
such as “Look,” “Pic” or “Click.” 

President and Mrs. Holderby had the pleasure 
of a visit from their daughter, son-in-law and 
granddaughter, Mr. and Mrs. Louis Jackson and 
Sharon Louise of Santa Monica. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Vernor recently enter- 
tained Lady Hampton Boles and her traveling 
companion, Mrs. Ada Dafoe, of British Columbia. 

Mrs. Alan Jackson of Santa Barbara was a guest 
of Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Abbott. 

President Mable A. Skinner, Lorna Crawford, 
Mrs. R. W. Gilroy, Hazel G. Viele, Georgia Hol- 
derby and the writer are busy exchanging prize 
city geraniums for country rose bushes, etc. All 
members are invited to join this interesting hobby. 

The executive committee will meet on Tuesday 
evening, April 9, at the home of Mrs. Nora J. 
Swenson, 345 Leavenworth street. 
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Cooks’ Union News 


By C. W. PILGRIM 

The meeting on Thursday, March 28, of Cooks’ 
Union, Local 44, was mainly taken up with the 
adoption of the Class B wage scale. There was a 
great deal of discussion on several sections and at 
10:30 p. m. a motion was carried to postpone 
further action on this matter and take it up at the 
meeting of April 4 as a special order of business 
immediately after the reading of the minutes. 

The King-Connors-Ramsey pamphlet is out. You 
can get your copy from the secretary when you 
come up to pay your dues. These three framed- 
up workers have been given a twenty-year jolt 
by the Prison Board. Now it is up to us organ- 
ized workers to let the governor of this state 
know what we think of his Prison Board, and 
also what our ideas are on the frame-up system 
as it is applied in this state. Spread this pamphlet 
all you can. It contains all the facts that are 
necessary to wake up not only the organized labor 
movement but also the people in general. The 
governor has got to have it impressed on him that 
labor will not haggle with politicians for twenty 
years about the innocence of these brothers. They 
had all they want of that sort of thing in the 
Mooney frame-up. This governor has got to un- 
derstand that we want an immediate pardon and 
we expect him to deliver it. 

May 9 to 12, inclusive, the Union Label and 
Industrial Exhibition will be held in the Civic 
Auditorium. We want you cooks to make this ex- 
hibit show what sort of workmen our members 
are. Here is where you can display your skill and 
give the public an idea of what a cook is expected 
to do in order to earn the miserable wages that 
our bosses try to pay us. All members of Cooks’ 
Local 44 are invited to send in a small specimen 
for exhibition. Refrigeration will be provided, so 
that your work will not spoil. Remember the 
date and don’t make big things. The space is small 
and a large number of various types will make a 
much better impression than one huge article. 
Now, get busy; let us see what you can do and 
how many of you are willing to help your union. 
All members will get a copy of the new by-laws 
through the mail. Be sure to read the attached 
letter for more information on this Union Exhi- 
bition. 

Brother St. Peter is still on the job as secretary 
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‘of Local 283, and reports that the local is building 
up and is now self-sustaining, and he wants your 
help to get back the remaining memhers who 
dropped out when Joe Marino formed his rump 
union. For a limited time there is a special low 


reinstatement fee for these workers. Let them 
know this, for the time limit is getting short and if 
they happen to become unemployed and have 
not reinstated they may need Local 283’s employ- 
ment office before they obtain another job. Local 
283’s officers are enforcing our rules on every job 
where they have a contract, despite the efforts of 
Marino to coerce the managers of houses like the 
Somerton and Diunloe. In this latter house he 
succeeded in getting a contract, which is useless 
to him because Local 283 has its members working 
on this job. The Boyd Hotel, on Jones street, has 
a contract with Marino, but he has only one 
worker on the job and is going to lose that one in 
a very short time. 

Remember, there is a fine waiting for you if you 
get caught dealing with the Manning Coffee Com- 
pany, so tell your wife and family to stay away. 
We have caught several offenders in the recent 
past who pleaded ignorance, but that won’t go in 
the future, no matter what union you belong to. 

——____.- &________-- 
STATE TAX COLLECTIONS RISE 

State tax collections of 1939 showed an increase 
of $774,806,000 over those of 1937, the Federation 
of Tax Administrators said in Chicago. Aside 
from the payroll tax, which brought $450,000,000 
more revenue, the rise in receipts was due mainly 
to increased revenue from prevailing taxes rather 
than to the adoption of new taxes, the federation 
said. Comparisons by the federation were based 
on Bureau of Census figures. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT SHOWS INCREASE 

Unemployment in January totaled 10,381,389, the 
American Federation of Labor estimates. Federa- 
tion statisticians also estimate that the total em- 
ployment for January was 43,382,767 out of a total 
estimated labor force of 53,764,156. The Federa- 
tion’s December report estimated unemployment 
then at 9,090,998. 
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DAN TOBIN ADVOCATES THIRD TERM 

Daniel J. Tobin, president of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters (A.F.L.), advocated a 
third term for President Roosevelt last week in a 
signed editorial in the union’s magazine for April. 
Tobin, on the A.F.L. executive board, said labor 
must support Roosevelt “because it has no other 
place to go where it could expect as much pro- 
tection and consideration.” 
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The Detroit Edison Company is using a port- 
able X-ray outfit to test the soundness of poles 
carrying distribution wires. The usual methods, 
by boring, are reported to have condemned 
twenty-eight poles to destruction. The X-ray de- 
vice condemned only eight of the twenty-eight. 
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Mailer Notes 


By LEROY C. SMITH ; 

As an affiliate of the M.T.D.U. it seems strange 
that New York Union does not request the ser- 
vices of those officers to assist them in scale nego- 
tiations. William Brink, editor of the “Mailer 
News,” says: “When President Anderson refused 
to entertain a motion to dismiss the scale commit- 
tee he probably had in mind the fact that if the 
members get their hands on this contract the fore- 
men are sunk (he is one.) Stall as he may, he 
cannot prevent it. The scale committee must go 
and a new one come in its place—one that will be 
open and above-board. The scale committee was 
asked nine months ago to ask for two men on es- 
calators. They ducked the issue. They were asked 
to insist on a priority law and they ducked the is- 
sue, Nine months of negotiations, thirty-six meet- 
ings, about $2000 spent and the scale committee 
comes back recommending a dollar a week in- 
crease, a week’s vacation and no assurance a sub 
will work in your place when you get this vaca- 
tion.” 

In indorsements, Chicago Mailers’ Union gave 
Baker 93, Barrett 0. Somewhat unusual in a mail- 
ers’ union—many minds with but a single thought 
—politically. 

Springfield (Mo.) Mailers’ Union has a distinc- 
tion that rarely occurs to a small union—one of 
its members, Munro Roberts, being unopposed 
for re-election as secretary-treasurer of the M.T. 
D.U. Mr. Roberts is still a practicing attorney 
at law and a resident of St. Louis. 

The Rotary Colorprint plant (formerly the Fed- 
eral Home) last Thursday began the printing for 
a business concern of a million and a quarter run, 
a blanket-wrap job. With the “Sunset Magazine” 
being issued and the “Shopping News” issuing 
an extra run last Saturday, subs and also some 
slip-board men were given much extra work. 

President Bennetts and Secretary Christie of 
A.P.T.C. will attend as delegates the California 
Allied Printing Trades Conference to be held at 
the New Olympic Hotel on April 6 and 7. 

pena 
UNION OFFICIAL DIES 

T. J. Hanafin, eleventh district vice-president 
of the Hotel and Restaurant Employees’ Interna- 
tional Alliance and Bartenders’ International 
League, died recently at Vancouver, B. C. He 
was a well-known and popular figure in the Brit- 
ish Columbia labor movement. 

————_-— - - 

The value of milk cows per head in California 

in 1939 was $64, compared with $62 in 1938. 
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S. F. Labor Council 


Labor Council meets every Friday at 8 p. m. at 
Labor Temple, Sixteenth and ee streets. Secre- 
tary’s office and headquarters, oom 205, Labor 
Temple. The Executive and Arbitration Committees 
meet every Monday at 7:30 p. m. Label Section 
meets first and third Wednesdays at 8 p. m. Head- 
quarters phone, MArket 6304. 


Synopsis of Minutes of Meeting Held Friday 
Evening, March 29, 1940 

Meeting called to order at 8:20 p. m. by Presi- 
dent Shelley. 

Roll Call of Officers—All present. 

Reading Minutes—Approved as printed in the 
Labor Clarion. 

Credentials—Newspaper and Periodical Ven- 
dors and Distributors’ Union, Local 468, Andrew 
Kallok vice William Parrish; Retail Department 
Store Employees’ Local 1100, Marion Cohn vice 
George Deck; Building Service Employees’ Local 


87, Al Lorenzetti vice Elmer Chevat and Milton. 


Gadway vice George Sloane; Chauffeurs’ Local 
265, L. P. Acton vice David Schwartz; American 
Federation of Newspaper Writers and Reporters’ 
Union No. 22279, Raymond F. Leheney; Retail 
Cleaners’ Union, Local 93, Ben Vargas vice A. S. 
Ramsay and E. W. Cropper vice F. B. Nicholas; 
Retail Cigar and Liquor Clerks No. 1089, M. F. 
Smith vice Henry Freedman; Retail Shoe and 
Textile Salesmen’s Association, Local 410, J. B. 
Torrenga, F. F. Fitzsimmons and J. P. Griffin; 
Production Machine Operators and Miscellaneous 
Metal Workers, Lodge 1327, William Kahran vice 
Bert Schmidt. Delegates seated. 

Communications—Filed: International Union of 
Opertaing Engineers, thanking the Council for 
resolutions adopted on the death of Brother J. H. 
La Force. International Union of Brewery Work- 
ers, with reference to Brother Arnold B. Buchner, 
their member who died, and thanking us for the 
adoption of the resolutions in memoriam. From 
Congressmen Richard J. Welch and Franck R. 
Havenner, stating that they would give every 
aid to House of Representatives Bill 3649, provid- 
ing for a longevity pay system for postal clerks. 
From the Housing Authorities, City and County 
of San Francisco, notifying the Council that ap- 
plications for low-cost housing will close on April 
15. From the Central Labor Council of Los An- 
geles, notifying us that the Brasley-Cole Shoe 
Company has adjusted its differences with labor 
in that city. 

Bills—Bills were read and ordered paid. 
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Referred to Executive Committee: International 
Molders’ Union, Local 164, requesting the Council 
to place, on the “We Don’t Patronize” list the Oc- 
cidental stoves and ranges. Hotel, Apartment 
Clerks and Office Employees’ Union, Local 283, 
stating that they are still faced with the problem 
of combatting the encroachment upon their juris- 
diction by the Building Service Workers’ Union, 
Local 200. Newspaper and Periodical Drivers and 
Helpers, Local 921, calling the Council’s attention 
to the fact that their union, under the charter is- 
sued by the International Brotherhood of Team- 
sters, specifically grants their jurisdiction over the 
distribution and promotion of the sale of all news- 
papers and periodicals in the territory comprised 
by San Francisco, San Mateo, Alameda, Contra 
Costa and Marin counties. They wish to clarify 
the position of their union with respect to News 
Vendors’ Union No. 20769, which has just affili- 
ated with the International Pressmen and Assist- 
ants under the new title of Newspaper and Peri- 
odical Vendors and Distributors’ Union No. 468. 
Building Service Employees, Local 87, asking the 
Council to place on the “We Don’t Patronize” 
list the following San Francisco newspapers: 
“Chronicle,” ‘Examiner,’  “Call-Bulletin” and 
“Daily News.” Allied Printing Trades Council, 
approving the request of Bookbinders and Bindery 
Women’s Union No. 31-125 that the American 
Bindery Company be placed on the “We Don’t 
Patronize” list. Office Employees’ Union No. 
21320, requesting strike sanction against the Lido 
Club, 915 Columbus avenue, for refusal to bargain. 
Circular Distributors BB-11, asking that a meet- 
ing be held through the offices of the Council per- 
taining to the word “Distributors” being added to 
the former title of the News Vendors, Local 
20769, their new name being Newspaper and 
Periodical Vendors and Distributors’ Union No. 
468. The same union, requesting that the follow- 
ing firms be cited to appear before the executive 
committee for failure to comply with recent agree- 
ment signed pertaining to inserts in Section D: 
Backus Distributing Company, 842 Fulton street; 
Veterans’ Distributing Company, 33 Dolores 
street: Atlas Distributing Company, 1355 Grove 
street, and for failure to comply with clause in 
Section B of the agreement, the Haight Distrib- 
uting Company, 1348 Grove street. Local Joint 
Executive Board of Culinary Workers and Bar- 
tenders, asking strike sanction against the Merry 
Drug Company, 498 O’Farrell street. Production 


“We Don’t Patronize” List 


The concerns listed below are on the “We 
Don’t Patronize”’ list of the San Francisco Labor 
Council. Members of iabor unions and sympa- 
thizers are requested to cut this out and post it: 


Adam Hat Stores, Inc., 119 Kearny. 


A. Desenfant & Co., manufacturing jewelers, 
150 Post street. 

American Distributing Company. 

Austin Studio, 833 Market. 

Becker Distributing Company. 

B & G Sandwich Shops. 

Beauty Shops at 133 Geary (except Isabelle 
Salon de Beaute). 

Candid Camera Photo Service, 776 Clementina. 

Curtis Publishing Co., publishers of ‘Saturday 
Evening Post," ‘“‘Ladies Home Journal,” 
“Country Gentleman.” 

Dial Radio Shop, 1955 Post. 

Drake Cleaners and Dyers. 

Duchess Sandwich Shop, 1438 California. 

Faix Manufacturing Company, 1356 Harrison 
street. 

Forderer Cornice Works, 269 Potrero. 

Golden State Bakery, 1840 Polk. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturere of overalls and 
workingmen’s clothing. 

Hastings Clothing Stores. 

Howard Automobile Company. 

John Breuner Company. 

Kroehler Furniture Manufacturing Company 

L. C. Smith Typewriter Company, 545 Market. 

MacFarlane Candy Stores. 


Magazines “Time” and “‘Life,"” products of the 
unfair Donnelley firm. 

M. R. C. Roller Bearing Company, 550 Polk. 

National Beauty Salon, 207 Powell. 

Navlett Seed Company, 423 Market. 

O'Keefe-Merritt Stove Co. Products, Los An- 


geles. 

Pacific Label Company, 1150 Folsom. 

People’s Furniture Company. 

Purity Springs Water Company, 2050 Kearny. 

Remington-Rand Inc., 509 Market. 

Riggs Optical Company, Flood Building. 

Royal Typewriter Company, 153 Kearny. 

Serv-Well Grocery, 595 Ellis. 

Sherwin-Williams Paint Company. 

Speed-E Menu Service, 693 Mission. 

Standard Oil Company. 

Stanford University Hospital, Clay and Webster. 

Swift & Co. 

Underwood Typewriter Company, 531 Market. 

W. & J. Sloane. 

Woodstock Typewriter Company, 2! Second. 

Wooldridge Tractor Equipment Company, 
Sunnyvale, California. 

All non-union independent taxicabs. 

Barber Shops that do not display the shop card 
of the Journeymen Barbers’ Union are unfair. 

Beauty shops that do not display the shop card 
of the Hairdressers and Cosmetologists’ De- 
partment of the Journeymen Barbers’ Inter- 
national Union of America are unfair. 

Cleaning estabiishments that do not display the 
shop card of Retail Cleaners’ Union, Local 
No. 93, are unfair. 


Friday, April 5, 1940 
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Machine Operators No. 1327, asking strike sanc- 
tion against the Cook Belting Company, 401 
Howard street. Apartment House Employees’ 
Union, Local 14, asking strike sanction against 
the following places: 116 Frederick street, 615 
Cole street and 1930 Sacramento street—operated 
by Dr. Aaron Friedman, residing at 135 Cedro 
avenue; also 901 Bush street, 922 Post street and 
522 Hyde street—operated by M. Doan, residing 
at 901 Bush street. Retail Fruit and Vegetable 
Clerks’ Union, Local 1017, presenting new work- 
ing agreement. Retail Delivery Drivers’ Union, 
Local 278, presenting its new working agreement 
for parcel delivery drivers and helpers. Garage 
and Service Station Employees, Local 665, pre- 
senting agreements. : 

Referred to Law and Legislative Committee: 
Communication from the Airport Employees, City 
and County of San Francisco, requesting indorse- 
ment of the Council to have them made civil ser- 
vice employees. 

Resolutions—From the Building and Construc- 
tion Trades Council and Production Machine 
Operators No. 1327 indorsing the passage of Sen- 
ate Bill 591, which provides eight hundred million 
dollars for low-cost housing projects throughout 
the United States. (See resolutions in full in Labor 
Clarion.) 

From the San Francisco Public.Schools Week 
Committee, inclosing a resolution sponsoring the 
twenty-first observance of Public Schools Week. 

Pacific Coast Metal Trades District Council, 
resolution suggesting cutting down of the waiting 
time in industrial accident cases. (See resolutions 
in full in Labor Clarion.) On motion, resolutions 
adopted. 

Referred to Labor Clarion: From the American 
lederation of Labor, notifying the Council of its 
position regarding the Newspaper Guild, a C.1.0O. 
organization, carrying on a strike against the Chi- 
cago “Herald-American,” which is 100 per cent 
union A.F.L. workers. 

From the American Federation of Labor, recit- 
ing the condition of the International Ladies’ 
Handbag Workers and their strike against em- 
ployers at Petersburg, Va. 

From the American Federation of Labor, recit- 
ing the condition on the Panama Canal Zone and 
the employment of aliens. It was, on motion, 
adopted and referred to the Labor Clarion for 
publication. ; 

Miss Jennie Matyas was granted the privilege 
of the floor and addressed the Council on the con- 
dition of her union at the firm of Gantner & Mat- 
tern, whereein she requested assistance from all 
the unions to help her win her strike. 

Letter from the American Federation of Labor 
addressed to the president and secretary of the 
Council regarding the recent election held by the 
Council for officers and members of committees. 
containing the decision of President Green re- 
garding the same. There was also read a letter 
written by President Shelley replying to the 
charges made by delegates to the Council regard- 
ing said election. The decision of President Green. 
contained in the letter, was discussed at great 
length by many delegates to the Council, A mo- 
tion was made to comply with the decision con- 
tained in President Green’s letter, The previous 
question was called for and a motion to close the 
debate was carried. It was then moved that a 
roll call vote be taken; motion carried. The roll 
was called and the motion to comply was carried 
by a vote of 188 aye to 151 no. Motion to ad- 
journ was carried. 

Receipts, $640; expenses, $1450. 

Council adjourned at 11:55 p. m. 

JOHN A. O'CONNELL, Secretary. 
Delivered 
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From President Green - 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 
Washington, D. C., March 21, 1940. 
Mr. John A. O’Connell, Secretary Labor Council, 
San Francisco, Calif, 
“Dear Sir and Brother: For your information I 
inclose copy of a letter which I addressed to 
President Shelley of the San Francisco Labor 
Council. Please accept this letter as equally ad- 
dressed to you. 
With all good wishes, I am 


Fraternally yours, 
WILLIAM GREEN, 
President American Federation of Labor. 


March 21, 1940. 


John F. Shelley, President San Francisco 

Labor Council, San Francisco, Calif. 

Dear Sir and Brother: I received and read your 
letter, also the report of a hearing held relating 
to the election recently held for officers of the 
San Francisco Labor Council. Be assured that I 
read, considered and analyzed the rulings which 
you made as the presiding officer at the meeting 
of the San Francisco Labor Council which was 
held when the election for officers took place. I 
gave particular attention to the rulings which you 
made upon the following points: 

“I ruled on the third point mentioned, in 
regard to the counting of ballots which are in 
violation of sub-section 3, Article VI, page 
28, and which reads as follows: 

‘When there are a certain number of offi- 
cers to be elected a delegate must vote for 
the number stated or the ballot shall be null 
and void.” 


I also note that Delegate Jinkerson, acting as 
chairman of the board, states that: 

“The ruling of the chair was to the effect 
that the count should be taken over, accord- 
ing to strict interpretation of the constitution 
of the Council, and that any section of the 
ballot that was improperly marked, the whole 
ballot should be void, not just that section. 
The second count that was taken was taken 
in that manner.” 


In the communication you sent me you ex- 
plicitly declared: 

“T made each and every one of my rulings 
on the basis of the constitution of the Coun- 
cil, and in accordance with the provisions of 
the American Federation of Labor.” 


On another page you indicated in making an- 
swer to a question that if there had been any 
protest on the part of Delegate Foley that the 
second report should have been accepted. 

I found from an examination of the constitu- 
tion that there is nothing therein which specifies 
or indicates that if delegates’ names are not in 
strictly alphabetical order that a new election be 
held, and there is nothing which would indicate 
that any delegate lost his rights through failure 
to place said delegate’s name on the ballot in 
alphabetical order. There is no record of any pro- 
test having been made on the part of Delegate 
Foley until after the report on the recount was 
submitted to the Council. 

Therefore, in the light of the information which 
you set forth in your letter, and in consideration 
of the constitutional provision to which I have 
just referred, I do not see why you, Secretary 
O’Connell and the other officers elected, as shown 
by the tabulation of the recount (which the elec- 
tion board states was carried on in accordance 
with the instructions of the Central Labor Coun- 
cil and in compliance with the constitution of the 
Central Labor Council) should not be declared 
duly elected. 

[I am convinced, from all the facts and informa- 
tion available, and from my study of the consti- 
tutional provisions, as well as the rulings you 
made which you brought to my attention, that 
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this reply which I am making to your letter is 
fully justifiable and constitutional. 

I express the hope that during the coming year 
differences which might have existed in the San 
Francisco Central Labor Council may be ad- 
justed upon a fair and satisfactory basis, and as 
a result new and greater benefits will accrue to 
all working men and women in the San Fran- 
cisco area, 

With all good wishes, I am 

Fraternally yours, 
WILLIAM GREEN, 
President American Federation of Labor. 
AE Se ee 
I.L.G.W.U. CONVENTION MAY 27 

Under the signature of President David Dubin- 
sky, the general executive board of the Interna- 
tional Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union has sent 
a convention call to all affiliates to elect delegates 
to the twenty-fourth convention, to open in New 
York City on May 27 and continue in session two 
weeks. The opening session is scheduled for Madi- 
son Square Garden, New York’s largest audi- 
torium. 

ae eer alae 
SAYS REDS INFEST N.L.R.B. 

Basing his action on the charge that a majority 
of the members of the National Labor Relations 
Board “continue brazenly and openly to foster 
communists and kindred radicals as they have 
done in the past,” and practice and condone un- 
fair methods, Mapes Davidson, an attorney resid- 
ing at Orange, N. J., announced his resignation 
as a trial examiner for the board. In a letter ad- 
dressed to the board Davidson centered his at- 
tack upon David Saposs, chairman of the eco- 
nomic division of the N.L.R.B., and Frank Bloom, 
acting chief trial examiner. He absolved Dr. Wil- 
liam lLeiserson, board member; Charles Fahy, 
N.L.R.B. general counsel, and Robert Watts, as- 
sistant general counsel, of responsibility for the 
abuses charged. 


_——— 
Organized Labor Supports Strike 
Of Unionists in Spokane, Wash. 


Labor unions and progressive groups through- 
out the entire State of Washington are supporting 
the strike of members of the International Alli- 
ance of Bill Posters, Billers and Distributors, 
Local 49, against the Hayward-Larkin Company 
of Spokane, Wash. 

The Hayward-Larkin firm, large outdoor ad- 
vertising concern, is the only bill posting plant in 
Washington, Oregon, California and Arizona 
which is not operating under union conditions, 

The strike resulted from the policy of the com- 
pany in working union bill posters from 80 to 100 
hours a week on- straight time. The sign painters 
also went out in support of the bill posters, 

H. Hansen, secretary and business agent of 
Local 49 of Seattle, to which the Spokane men 
belong, says: 

“We are asking that the public give no support 
to the advertisers whose billboards are posted by 
non-union labor. It is of vital importance to every 
worker in the Inland Empire that he demand a 
union label on all outdoor advertising, so how 
about it? Let’s get this affair over with and get 
the ‘scabs’ in the outdoor advertising business off 
the streets of Spokane, the ‘Friendly City.’” 

William W. Hansen - 


Dan F. McLaughlin - President 
Geo. J. Amussen - Secretary 
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Luggage Workers’ Strike 
Washington, D: C.,. March 12, 1940. 


Mr. John A. O’Connell; Secretary Labor Council, 
2940 Sixteenth street, San Francisco, Calif. 


Dear Sir and Brother: Twelve hundred luggage 
workers located at Petersburg, Va., are on strike. 
They were organized by the International Ladies’ 
Handbag, Pocketbook and Novelty Workers’ 
Union. They are asking for an agreement with 
their employers, negotiated through collective bar- 
gaining, which provides for recognition of the 
union, decent wages and tolerable conditions of 
employment. 

The International Ladies’ Handbag, Pocketbook 
and Novelty Workers’ Union has appealed to the 
American Federation of Labor for help and as- 
sistance in order to feed and care for the twelve 
hundred striking luggage workers and their fami- 
lies. We have made a financial contribution, but in 
order that adequate help may be extended to care 
for the hungry men who are on strike, and their 
fafnilies, I am appealing to the officers and mem- 
bers of organizations affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor to make such contributions to 
this strike as you may find it possible to give. 

I can truthfully say it is a most worthy service. 
It means much to the organized labor movement 
of the State of Virginia. The cause of the strikers 
is just. Their demands are reasonable. They de- 
serve to win. Any financial help you may give 
them will be deeply appreciated and worthily dis- 
tributed. 

Please send all contributions which you may find 
it possible to make to Secretary-Treasurer George 
Meany of the American Federation of Labor, 
A.F.L. Bldg., Washington, D. C. 

Fraternally yours, 


WILLIAM GREEN, 
President American Federation of Labor. . 
——————-@@_____ 


DEATH OF NORA SAXTON 
Nora Saxton, for the past seventeen years presi- 
dent of Los Angeles Waitresses’ Union No. 
639, passed away in the southern city on March 
22. Nora Saxton was a sister of Bee Tumber of 
the Santa Barbara local. 


Thirty-five States Show Slight 


Decrease in General Relief Cases 
Telegraphic reports from thirty-five states and 
the District of Columbia for 109 urban areas show 
a decrease of 1 per cent in the number of cases 
receiving general relief from public funds, and 
a decrease of 3 per cent in the amount of obliga- 
tions incurred from January to February, 1940, 
according to figures made public by the Social 
Security Board. 

Decreases in the number of cases reported for 
forty-five of these 109 areas ranged from 1 per 
cent to as much as 42 per cent. Decreases of 
more than 10 per cent were reported for twelve 
areas. Increase in the number of cases reported 
for fifty-seven areas ranged from less than 1 per 
cent to as much as 138 per cent. 
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Twetve 
Attractive Dwellings 
Are Offered to Public 


FOR RENT 118 new and attractive 314, 
4% and 5%-room flats and row houses in the 
sunniest section of the city—gardens, tree- 
lined walks and lots of play space. Children 
are espécially welcome. School and public 
park right across the street. Only families 
with incomes of $90 or less will be considered. 
Apply San Francisco Housing Authority, 525 
Market street, Room 525. 

The above is the dramatic gist of a prosaic 
statement issued by the local Housing Authority, 
inviting prospective tenants to file applications for 
rentals in Holly Courts—first San Francisco low- 
rent housing development, which will be ready for 
occupancy early in June. 

Albert J. Evers, executive director, announced 
that the Authority would immediately begin in- 
terviewing applicants and listing the regulations 
governing tenant selection. 


One member of the family must be either a full 
United States citizen or have applied for first 
papers. Preference will be given where family 
head has citizenship. 


Applicants’ present living quarters must be 
classified as sub-standard according to the Hous- 
ing Authority's specifications. These include 
dwellings without private bath and sanitary facil- 
ities—doubled-up families and with more than two 
persons per room, or where conditions are detri- 
mental to health or morals. ‘ 


Income is determined on an annual basis so 
that many families with incomes much higher 
during a few months of seasonal work will be 
acceptable. 


Rents will be about $17.95, $19:70 and $21.20, 
according to size, including electricity, gas for 
heating and cooking, hot water and garbage col- 
lection. 


Application can be made by calling Yukon 1661 
for an appointment or directly at the Housing 
Authortiy, 525 Market street, Room 525. 


The Authority urges that all persons phone and 
determine whether they are eligible before coming 
to the office. 

—— 


Resolutions 


The following resolutions were adopted by the 
San Francisco Labor Council at its regular meet- 
ing Friday, March 29: 


Public Schools Week 


Whereas, The community of San Francisco will 
sponsor the twenty-first annual observance of 
Public Schools Week commencing April 22; and 

Whereas, Schools will hold open house and dem- 
onstrations by students for visits by parents and 
other citizens; outstanding speakers and school 
programs will be available for meetings; forums 
will discuss the current school trends; and the 
press, radio and other avenues of publicity will 
aid in making the events known throughout the 
city; and 

Whereas, This observance has for its purpose a 
revival of interest in the work and needs of our 
public school system; the public is made more con- 
scious and appreciative of how the schools are 
training our children to live their lives as useful 
and happy citizens; and we also reaffirm our faith 
in the principles of the American system of repre- 
sentative democracy which guarantees the secur- 
ity of our free institutions under law. Now, there- 
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the San Francisco Labor Council 
does hereby heartily indorse the 1940 Public 
Schools Week observance by the community of 
San Francisco, and urges that appropriate action 
by its members be taken for making the occasion 
this year a success. 


Workmen’s Compensation 


Whereas, The California Workmen's Compensa- 
tion Insurance and Safety Laws and laws relating 
to the rights of employees, wherein Division 4, 
Part 2, Chapter 2, Article 3, Code 4652 of that part 
of the act known as the Labor Code states, “Irre- 
spective of the length of the period of disability, 
no disability payment is recoverable for the dis- 
ability suffered during the first seven days after 
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the employee leaves work as a result of the 
injury”; and 

Whereas, An employee becoming involved in an 
injury or accident covered by the California 
Workmen's Compensation Insurance and Safety 
Laws and laws relating to the rights of employees 
under Division 4, Part 2, Chapter 2, Article 3, 
Code 4652 of the Labor Code, the employee must 
wait a period of at least fourteen days before 
some compensation or remuneration is received to 
aid in his or her subsistence or his or her fam- 
ily’s subsistence; and 

Whereas, The greater majority of the working 
people do not earn or have not the means to sub- 
sist over a period of seven days in a manner 
deemed necessary to uphold their moral, physical 
and mental attitude, and therefore let it be 

Resolved, That Division 4, Part 2, Chapter 2, 
Article 3, Code 4652 of the Labor Code of the Cali- 
fornia Workmen's Compensation Insurance and 
Safety Laws and laws relating to the rights of 
employees be revised and the Labor Code amended 
to read: “Irrespective of the length of the period 
of disability, disabiltiy payment is recoverable 
for the disability suffered for any day or major 
fraction thereof after the employee leaves work 
as a result of the injury”; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be sent 
to the Industrial Accident Commissioner, George 
Kidwell, the California State Federation of Labor, 
all Central Labor Councils, the California State 
Conference of Machinists, the San Francisco Build- 
ing Trades Council, all Iron Trades Councils of 
the State of California and other labor organiza- 
tions interested in having this act amended; and 
be it finally 

Resolved, That this resolution be presented to 
the State Senate in session in Sacramento and to 
the Pacific Coast Metal Trades convention in ses- 
sion on February 26, 1940, at Vancouver, British 
Columbia, 


Low-Cost Housing 


Whereas, The passage of Senate Bill No. 591, 
which provides for an additonal $800,000,000 to be 
spent for low-cost. housing projects throughout 
the United States, will directly aid and benefit the 
construction industry in all parts of the country; 
and x 

Whereas, San Francisco, has three projects 
already started, but four other projects involving 
an estimated total” development cost of approxi- 
mately $16,000,000 to rehouse an additional 3460 
families, which are planned by the Housing <Au- 
thority of the City and County of San Francisco 
to complete its present slum-clearance and low- 
rent housing program, would be assured by the 
passage of Senate Bill No. 591; and 

Whereas, The passage of the above mentioned 
bill will lead to the future employment of a 
large number of building trades mechanics and 
laborers, who are at the present time unemployed; 
now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the San Francisco Labor Coun- 
cil hereby go on record adopting this resolution 
and that we contact our senators and congress- 
men in Washington immediately, urging their full 
support and co-operation in the passage of this 
legisltaion, 


Workers in Private Industry 


Whereas, One of the major problems of the 
United States is to keep its workers employed in 
private industry and pay decent wages; and 

Whereas, There is a shortage of homes for 
workers in the low income brackets; and 

Whereas, The United States Housing Authority 
has proven its ability to reduce unemployment by 
erecting modern sanitary dwellings and paying 
prevailing wages; and 

Whereas, The executive board of the American 
Federation of Labor, the executive board of the 
State Building Trades of California, the Tri-State 
Conference of Machinists and the secretary of the 
State Federation of Labor have gone on record to 
approve of the United States Housing Authority 
and of Senate Bill No. 591; therefore be it , 

Resolved, That the San Francisco Labor Council 
go on record as approving of the program of the 
United States Housing Authority and that we re- 
quest Congress to pass Senate Bill No. 591; and be 
it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be sent 
to all affiliated locals requesting like action; and 
be it finally 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be sent 
to Speaker Bankhead, Majority Leader Rayburn, 
United States senators and congressmen from this 
state, Nathan Strauss, administrator of the United 
States Housing Authority, and the press. 


“Don’t Be Too Helpful” 


“If you witness an automobile accident, don’t 
make the mistake of being too anxious to help the 
victims by moving them,” said an emergency hos- 
pital surgeon on a recent Community Chest 
“Safety First” broadcast. 

The surgeon explained that bone fractures of 
all types’ are usually made more serious by well- 
intentioned but improper handling. Wait until the 
ambulance or a doctor arrives. 
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Attack by Merchants 
Halts Parking Meters 


Opposition by business men and organized 
motorists of Victoria, B. C., has resulted in an- 
other defeat for the parking meter plan, accord- 
ing to advices received by the California State 
Automobile Association. 

Vigorous protests from the Victoria Chamber 
of Commerce and Victoria Automobile Club 
caused the municipal committee of the Legisla- 
ture, at a hearing last November, to reject a 
request of the city council for authority to install 
parking meters on the streets of Victoria. 

The opposition to parking meters in Victoria 
closely parallels the situation in San Francisco, 
where a proposal to install meters is opposed 
by a strong array of business and civic groups, as 
well as by the Automobile Association. City offi- 
cials have stated meters will not be installed any- 
where that merchants oppose them. 

The retail merchants’ section of the Victoria 
Chamber of Commerce submitted a 1500-word 
brief against parking meters. Among the argu- 
ments presented were: 

Parking meters are nothing more than a nui- 
sance tax, would not relieve parking congestion, 
and for Victoria, priding itself on being a tour- 
ist city, would be a particularly bad experiment. 

More traffic officers would be needed to’ look 
after the meters, and additional.employees would 
be needed to collect the meter revenues: 

The meters would not increase the available 
amount of parking space, but would actually re- 
duce it, simce larger individual parking spaces 
would be needed. : 

The parking fee would increase prices for those 
who wished to make small purchases by stopping 
only a few minutes. 

Meters cost only $6 to $8 apiece to manufac- 
ture, but might be sold to the city for anywhere 
from $25 to $60. 

The brief cited nineteen cities which had tried 
parking meters and taken them out, and 101 cities 
in which attempts to install parking meters had 
been defeated. 


ee ee 
Lucrative Position Open 


A circular letter from Louis J. Kroeger, execu- 
tive officer of the California State Personnel 
Board, announces that a plant superintendent for 
the state printing plant in Sacramento is needed 
to fill the vacancy created by the death of the 
former superintendent, J. M. Welsh. Appointment 
will be made from an eligible list resulting from 
a competitive examination to be held April 20, 
1940: 

“In our quest for qualified competitors for this 
examination,” says Kroeger, “we ask help in noti- 
fying men whom you know to be_ thoroughly 
qualified and capable of managing this modern 
printing plant for the state. 

This most complete and modernly equipped 
printing plant west of the Mississippi is owned by 
the citizens of California. This state printery 
prints a large number of California’s school books 
with a resultant large saving of taxpayers’ money, 
the legislative bills, and all state forms and docu- 
ments. 

The position will go to one of the three top 
ranking men in a competitive civil service exam- 
ination. The examination is open to men who have 
had twelfth grade education and either three years 
of experience as plant superintendent of a print- 
ing establishment employing at least fifty journey- 
men doing both book and job work, or five years’ 
experience as foreman in charge of a press rooti, 
a composing room or bindery employing at least 
fifty journeymen; or some equivalent combinaticn 
of education and printing plant management. 

The job pays a starting salary of $290 a month 
and employment is in Sacramento. 


